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PERMANENT MISSION OF PORTUGAL

GENEVA

UPR 40 – Lithuania
Statement by Portugal

Speaking time 1’20’’

Chairperson, 

Portugal welcomes the delegation of Lithuania and the country’s commitment to the protection of human rights.

Portugal notes with appreciation the recent regulation allowing transgender persons to change names without having to make medical proof of gender reassignment and hopes that this is a step towards the adoption of a law on recognition of gender identity. 

We further welcome the efforts to improve access of young persons to free mental health services and recommend that Lithuania implement human rights-based mental health policies aligned with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Portugal further recommends that Lithuania:

1. strengthen measures to prevent and combat hate speech and hate or racially motivated crimes against minorities or persons in vulnerable situations and provide adequate human rights training on these issues to police officers, prosecutors and judges;

2. ensure that migrants, refugees and asylum seekers can access education and health services without discrimination and take measures to facilitate the regularization of migrants residing with their children, taking into account the best interests of the child;

3. concludes the process of ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence;

Thank you.                                                                               
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