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PERMANENT MISSION OF PORTUGAL

GENEVA

UPR 40 – Syrian Arab Republic
Statement by Portugal

Speaking time 1’10’’
Chairperson, 

Portugal welcomes the delegation of the Syrian Arabic Republic and wishes it a successful UPR.
Portugal is deeply concerned with the devastating impact of the armed conflict on civilians, particularly on children and their human rights, including the serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law that continue to take place.

We hope that a political solution for a stable Syrian peace process that allows for accountability and reconciliation can be advanced soon.

Portugal recommends that Syria: 

1. take all necessary measures to impede the recruitment and use of children in hostilities and to protect educational and health facilities from military use and attacks;

2. release arbitrarily detained political opponents, journalists, human rights defenders and peaceful protesters and respect the human rights of detainees;

3. introduce a moratorium on the death penalty as a first step towards its full abolition and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR;

4. adopt and implement legislation granting the rights to freedom of information and of the press aligned with international standards and revoke all the restrictions to these rights, including those in counter-terrorism laws.
Thank you. 
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