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Chair,
The Mauritius delegation extends a very warm welcome to the high level delegation of Suriname during this third cycle of the UPR.

Despite the challenges faced as a SIDS, we applaud Suriname for their legislative amendments by increasing the minimum age of marriage to 18 years old for boys and girls alike. We further congratulate Suriname for ensuring participation of women in the labour market by promoting mandatory maternity and paternal leaves.
In a brotherly spirit, we recommend that Suriname:

(i) Ratify the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention against Discrimination in Education ; and

(ii)  Adopt a coherent strategy to ensure universal access to education, especially with regard to girls and reduce disparities in the level of education between rural and urban areas.
We wish Suriname a successful review. Thank you.
