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UPR 39, November 1, 2021
Recommendations by Canada for Greece’s UPR

Thank you, Madam President. 

Canada welcomes the launch, in April, of a national tracing and protection mechanism for unaccompanied children in precarious conditions, undertaken by Greece and the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR).

Canada recommends that Greece: 
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1. Ensure that the legislative and policy responses as well as the operational practices responding to migration are consistent with international human rights and refugee law, particularly the principles of non-refoulement and non-penalization of irregular entries.

2. Take additional measures to improve sanitation within refugee camps. 

3. Ensure adequate access to education in accordance with Article 13 of the for migrant children and unaccompanied minors by implementing EU directives requiring member states to integrate children into their national school systems within three months of their identification.

4. Promptly seek adoption and implementation of the National Action Plan for Gender Equality 2021-2025, and strengthen the monitoring of and compliance with its pillars. 

Canada commends Greece for implementing labour law reforms, introducing a four-month parental leave for both parents. This reform eliminated a disincentive to hiring women as the gender more likely to take this form of leave.

Canada applauds positive steps taken to protect the rights of transgender persons, including the abolition of medical requirements initially attached to legal gender recognition. 
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