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Statement on behalf of the State of Israel

UPR WORKING GROUP – 39th SESSION 

2 November 2021 (afternoon)
Review of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Thank you, Madam President.

We take note of the National report presented by Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.
Israel remains concerned that trafficking in persons persists in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. While acknowledging that incidents of human trafficking had been investigated, no cases have been brought forward. Therefore, we recommend that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (i) effectively investigate and prosecute cases of trafficking in persons.
Moreover, we welcome the adoption of the Domestic Violence Act (2015), however, we recommend to (ii) include domestic violence as a criminal offence under the Domestic Violence Act and to (iii) include marital rape and sexual harassment as criminal offences under the Criminal Code. 

In addition, Israel recommends that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:

(iv) Decriminalize same-sex relations and remove the buggery laws with respect to sexual acts between consenting adults;

(v) Abolish corporal punishment by law and in practice, by enacting specific national legislation prohibiting corporal punishment in all environments;
 (vi) Ensure that comprehensive sexuality education, including reproductive health education, is included as part of the mandatory school curriculum; and

(vii) Implement specific measures to promote inclusive education for children with disabilities.

I thank you, Madam President. 
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