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Montenegro welcomes the distinguished delegation of Suriname.

Montenegro appreciates the commitment of the Government of Suriname to better promote, protect and guarantee human rights for all in the country. We also note Suriname's commitment to continue cooperating with the Human Rights Council, UN bodies, and other human rights mechanisms, including more effective compliance with the reporting obligations (arising from the human rights instruments to which it is a party.(
Montenegro recognizes the Government's normative, institutional, and project activities in a number of areas related to combating all forms of discrimination; promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment; combating trafficking in persons and domestic violence; strengthening the protection of children's rights, particularly with regard to combating child labor and sexual abuse, and children’s early and forced marriages.
While welcoming the above-mentioned action, we also note that a significant number of international conventions and optional protocols still remain to be ratified. Furthermore, some of the key legislation, such as those related to equality and non-discrimination, are still missing. ( The continuing practice of compelling children into commercial sex, including sex tourism, and forced prostitution and forced labor, are also a matter of great concern. As is the situation in education at all levels(.

We encourage the competent authorities to intensify efforts to further develop and implement the requisite legislative framework and policies for the effective protection of the rights for all, in particular for the marginalized and vulnerable groups.
Recognizing activities towards the universal abolition of the death penalty, Montenegro reiterates its call to the Government to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR.
Montenegro recommends to Suriname:

· To take measures to protect children from being economically exploited, and to adopt policies to effectively address child labor in both the formal and informal sectors;

· To establish additional shelters for victims of gender-based violence, especially in rural areas, and ensure that legal assistance, rehabilitation and psychosocial support are provided to victims there;
· To improve access to primary and secondary education for all children, including those with disabilities.

Montenegro wishes Suriname a successful UPR cycle. 

I thank you.
