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Madam President,
Germany welcomes the delegation of Samoa and commends the Samoan government for the ratification of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Germany remains concerned about the high rates of domestic violence against women and girls and the pandemic-related increase of child labor. 
Germany recommends to: 

1. join further core human rights treaties to ensure more effective protection of human rights, including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,

2. effectively implement the Family Safety Act of 2013, especially with regard to the pressing issue of domestic and sexual violence against women and girls due to the pandemic, 

3. raise the population's awareness of domestic violence, while including Samoan customs and the role of women as guardians of the community,

4. ensure the independence of the judiciary including by inviting the Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers, 

5. repeal laws that criminalize consensual same sex sexual activity for adults and strengthen anti-discrimination laws to ensure people are not discriminated against based on their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
Thank you, Madam President. 
GERMAN ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SAMOA:
1.  Why has Samoa not ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination? Is there any intention to do so in the near future?

2. Samoa has the highest rate of domestic violence against women and girls among all Pacific island countries. The pandemic has significantly increased such violence. What measures is the Samoan government taking to address this?

3. Child labor has also increased related to the pandemic. What measures is Samoa taking to counter this problem? 
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