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PERMANENT MISSION OF PORTUGAL

GENEVA

UPR 39 – Saint Vincent & Grenadines
Statement by Portugal

Speaking time – 2’05’’
Chairperson,

Portugal welcomes the delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and the establishment of a National Human Rights Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (NHRM) in May 2016. We encourage the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to take advantage of the UPR Practical Guidance issued by OHCHR in follow up to the SG Call to Action for Human Rights, and to seek the assistance of the UN in facilitating the active role and effectiveness of national mechanisms for implementation, reporting and follow-up.
Portugal recommends that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:
1.
Abolish the death penalty and ratify the second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty;
2.
Decriminalize sexual relations between consenting adults of the same sex and undertake concrete measures to combat stigma and discrimination against LGBTI persons;
3. 
Ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;
Thank you.
153 words
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