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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the delegation of Eswatini for today’s presentation. 

We appreciate the steps taken on the legislative level for the protection of the human rights of women and girls, and to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls. We also look forward to an increased participation of women in political and public affairs.
Italy offers Eswatini the following recommendations:

· Revise the electoral system in order to allow political parties to participate in elections;

· Urgently adopt all necessary measures to remove the restrictions which prevent the enjoyment of the rights to freedom of expression and association, as well as media freedom;

· Prevent and ensure accountability for attacks, repression and intimidation against journalists, human rights defenders and peaceful protesters;

· Decriminalise consensual adult same sex relations and combat discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity;

· Adopt a de jure moratorium on capital executions and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. 

We wish Eswatini a successful review.

I thank you.  
