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National Statement by Afaq Ahmad, Counsellor, during the 3rd UPR of Latvia
(11 May 2021)

Madam President,

Pakistan welcomes and thanks the delegation of Latvia for presenting its 3rd UPR report, also commends Latvia’s cooperation with UPR mechanism.
We note efforts to implement second UPR recommendations and measures to strengthen national human rights institution, combat racial discrimination, curbing of gender-based violence and promoting gender equality. 
We share CERD’s concerns related to growing racism, hate crimes and hate speech in Latvia. There are reports of impediments in access to justice faced by ethnic minorities. Roma community continues to face discrimination in education, employment and access to services.

We recommend Latvia to:

a) Strengthen independence of Ombudsperson’s office through provision of requisite financial and human resources. 

b) Review legislation and adopt laws to counter racial discrimination, hate crimes and hate speech including online. 
I thank you.

