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PERMANENT MISSION OF PORTUGAL

GENEVA

UPR 38 – Sierra Leone
12 May 2021
Statement by Portugal

Speaking time – 1’05’’
Chairperson,

Portugal welcomes the delegation of Sierra Leone and the country’s efforts to implement the UPR recommendations. Furthermore, we welcome that pregnant girls and teenage mothers are no longer banned from attending school. We recommend the country fully enforces this new policy.
Portugal further recommends that Sierra Leone:
1.
abolish the death penalty and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
2. 
take concrete measures to tackle stigma and discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their families and to ensure them timely and adequate access to health services;
3. 
fully eliminate female genital mutilation by, inter-alia, enacting and enforcing legislation that prohibits female genital mutilation in all its forms, and by carrying out awareness-raising campaigns on the harmful effects of the practice on women and girls.

Thank you.
136 words
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