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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the delegation of Niger for today’s presentation and commitment to the UPR. 

We welcome the commitment to the implementation of the G5 Sahel Compliance Framework as well as the efforts to counter trafficking in human beings. 
Italy offers Niger the following recommendations:

· Formally abolish the death penalty and accede to the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR.

· Reinforce gender equality in law and in practice and continue to implement the 2017 Gender-based Violence Prevention and Response Strategy.

· Sustain the endeavours to implement the National Strategic Plan to combat child, early and forced marriage and raise the minimum legal age for marriage to 18 years. 

· Decriminalize consensual same sex relations and combat discrimination against LGBTI persons. 

· Ensure that allegations of excessive use of force by law enforcement officials be thoroughly investigated and the perpetrators prosecuted.

· Continue the efforts to prevent and combat trafficking in human beings and slavery. 

We wish Niger a successful review.

I thank you.  
