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Thank you, Madam President.
We thank the distinguished delegation of Somalia for their national report and presentation.

Italy welcomes the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the commitment to strengthen the protection of human rights and address gender issues through the National Development Plan 2020-2024. 
Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Somalia the following recommendations:

· Prevent violations and abuses against children, including those involved in armed conflict and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

· Introduce a moratorium on capital executions and consider ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

· Strengthen the efforts to promote gender equality and combat all forms of gender-based violence, including harmful practices such as female genital mutilation and child, early and forced marriage. 

· Decriminalize consensual same sex relations.  

· Increase the efforts to ensure freedom of expression and freedom of media and the protection of journalists.

We wish Somalia a successful review.

I thank you.  
