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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished delegation of the Solomon Islands for today’s presentation.
Italy praises the valuable participation of the Solomon Islands and the other Small Islands Developing States in the UPR mechanism. 
We appreciate efforts made by the Solomon Island for the promotion of gender equality, in particular the adoption of the National Gender Equality and Women’s Development Policy 2016-2020. We also welcome the approval in 2016 of the implementing regulations of the 2014 Family Protection Act, as recommended by Italy at the last UPR cycle, to fight against domestic violence, assist survivors and ensure related services.
Italy seizes this opportunity to offer the Solomon Islands the following recommendations:

· Consider ratifying the main international conventions on human rights, starting from the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its optional protocols.

· Further enhance on-going efforts to fight gender-based violence, including domestic violence.

· Align the legislation to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and increase the efforts to prevent all forms of violence and abuse against children, including by criminalising the sale of children and raising the minimum legal age for marriage to 18 years. 

· Decriminalise consensual same sex relations.

We wish the Solomon Islands a successful review.

I thank you.  
