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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the delegation of Sierra Leone for today’s presentation. 

We commend Sierra Leone’s vote in favour of the General Assembly resolution for a universal moratorium of the death penalty at the 75th session. We also appreciate the abolition in March 2020 of the ban against pregnant girls and teenage mothers attending school, as well as the adoption of a Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Policy.
Italy offers Sierra Leone the following recommendations:

· Consider de jure abolition of the death penalty and accede to the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

· Continue ongoing efforts to end child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation as well as all other forms of violence and discrimination against women and girls. 

· Decriminalise consensual same sex relations.

· Ensure fair and independent investigations and accountability on alleged cases of excessive use of force by law enforcement.  

We wish Sierra Leone a successful review.

I thank you.  
