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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished delegation of Namibia for their national report and presentation.

Italy commends Namibia for the launch of a National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security in June 2019 and a Prioritised National Plan of Action on Gender Based Violence for the period 2019-2023.
Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Namibia the following recommendations:

· Modify the definition of children in the Constitution as a person below the age of 18, continue the efforts to end child, early and forced marriages and accede to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure.

· Decriminalise consensual same-sex adult relations and adopt measures to combat all forms of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.  

· Ratify the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and to the Convention for the Protection of all persons from enforced disappearances.
We wish Namibia a successful review.

I thank you.  
