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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the delegation of Mozambique for today’s presentation and commitment to the UPR. 

We commend Mozambique for the approval of the National Plan for Prevention of Gender-Based Violence for 2018-2022 and the adoption of the 2019 Law on Prevention and Combat of Premature Unions.
Italy offers Mozambique the following recommendations:

· Continue the endeavours against gender-based violence and promote gender equality, including by strengthening the efforts to eradicate child, early and forced marriage.

· Align legislation on freedom of expression and freedom of the press with international standards, so that human rights defenders and journalists can operate without restrictions and risks and ensure accountability for all reported cases of violations and abuses against them. 

· Enhance efforts to prevent and prosecute human rights violations by law enforcement personnel, including excessive use of force, arbitrary arrests and ill-treatment. 

We wish Mozambique a successful review.

I thank you.  
