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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished delegation of Belgium for their national report and presentation.

Italy commends Belgium for the ratification in 2016 of the Istanbul Convention on Violence against Women and Domestic Violence. We also praise its commitment to promoting and protecting the rights of LGBTI persons, including through the adoption of the 2017 Transgender Persons Act and the launch in 2018 of the Interfederal Action Plan to Combat Discrimination and Violence against LGBTI Persons.
Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Belgium the following recommendations:

· Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, signed in 2005.
· Enhance efforts aiming at preventing and combating racism, racial discrimination, and all other forms of discrimination. 

We wish Belgium a successful review.

I thank you.  
