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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished members of the delegation of Sao Tome and Principe for today’s presentation and their commitment to the UPR.
Italy commends the ratification of relevant international human rights conventions, including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optional Protocols, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Convention against Torture. 
Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Sao Tome and Principe the following recommendations:

· Ratify the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict and on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and adopt measures to protect all children from violence and abuse. 

· Enhance the efforts to implement existing policy instruments aiming at protecting women’s rights, and enhance the support given to women victims of violence, including through providing adequate resourcing to counselling centres.

· Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and strengthen the efforts to improve conditions of detention. 

We wish Sao Tome and Principe a successful review.

I thank you.  
