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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished members of the delegation of Rwanda for their presentation.
Italy praises efforts carried by Rwanda to ensure gender equality and to promote women’s empowerment and participation in decision making, in both the public and the private sectors.

Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Rwanda the following recommendations:

· Take all appropriate measures to ensure that all reported cases of torture, enforced disappearance and arbitrary detentions are investigated and ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 

· Revise all the provisions that undermine freedom of expression as well as freedom of assembly and association and effectively protect journalists and media operators against harassment and intimidation. 

· Continue the ongoing efforts to provide compulsory human rights training to police forces, in order to avoid excessive use of the force.  

· Make further efforts to promote the respect of the rights of the children and combat child labour as well as all forms of violence and exploitation against children.

We wish Rwanda a successful review.

I thank you.  
