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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished members of the delegation of Georgia for their national report and today’s presentation.

Italy commends the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence. We welcome the adoption of the Child Rights Code as well as the new Law on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
Madam President,

Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Georgia the following recommendations:

· Continue and strengthen the reform and democratic development agenda, in particular with regard to the judicial system.

· Strengthen the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, including by removing architectural barriers and promoting an authentic culture of inclusion, and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

· Renew the commitment to protect persons belonging to minorities, by promoting their greater involvement in public institutions, as well as by preventing and pursuing episodes of intolerance on the ground of religion or belief more effectively.

We wish Georgia a successful review.

I thank you.  
