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Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished members of the delegation of Austria for their national report and today’s presentation.

Italy commends Austria for the successful Presidency of the Human Rights Council in a year of unprecedented challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. We praise the adoption of the 2019 Protection Against Violence Act. We also welcome the adoption of regularly updated National Action Plans on Combating Human Trafficking.
Madam President,

Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Austria the following recommendations:

· Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

· Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure. 

· Continue the ongoing efforts to prevent and fight discrimination on any ground, including by harmonizing and extending the scope of anti-discrimination laws. 

We wish Austria a successful review.

I thank you.  
