[image: image1.png]Permanent Mission of Italy

Geneva

UN




Check against delivery
UPR 37 – Australia
Wednesday 20 January 2021, 9:00 – 12:30

Delivered by: Ambassador Gian Lorenzo Cornado, Permanent Representative of Italy
(Focal point: Daniele Borrelli, Counsellor)
Thank you, Madam President.

We thank the distinguished delegation of Australia for their national report and presentation.

Italy commends the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and the appointment of the first indigenous cabinet minister.
Italy seizes this opportunity to offer Australia the following recommendations:

· Withdraw reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratify its Protocol on a communications procedure, and raise the age of criminal responsibility to at least 14 years.
· Review the immigration policies so to improve the rights of refugees and asylum seekers, including by means of transferring to onshore centers asylum seekers waiting for a decision and taking into consideration the humanitarian aspects of the expulsion of foreign citizens with permanent resident visas.
· Continue ongoing efforts to close the gaps in opportunities between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians.

We wish Australia a successful review.

I thank you.  
