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Thank you, Madam President,	

The Maldives extends a warm welcome to the high-level delegation of Austria to the UPR process and thanks them for their presentation today. 

The Maldives notes the efforts made by Austria to reduce child poverty and welcomes the Government of Austria on the formulation of the National Strategy to Prevent Poverty. We also commend the strategic interventions made to improve representation of women in leadership positions as well as to strengthen women’s participation in the political sphere.

In constructive spirit, the Maldives presents the following two recommendations to Austria:
1. Promote the principle of equal pay for work of equal value and minimize the gender pay gap. 
2. To strengthen efforts to access quality education for all children regardless of their socioeconomic status.

My delegation wishes Austria every success at this third cycle review. 

Thank you, Madam. President. 
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