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Canada welcomes the positive steps taken by Nepal since 2015 to ban harmful practices towards women and girls, and making torture and enforced disappearances illegal as distinct crimes in domestic law. 

Canada recommends that Nepal:

1. Bring the Commission on Investigation of Disappeared Persons, Truth and Reconciliation Act in line with the Supreme Court’s ruling of February 26, 2015 to deliver meaningful results on truth, justice and reconciliation. 

2. Uphold respect for freedom of expression and the right to privacy, including in draft legislation regulating information technology, media and mass communications.

3. Ensure full equality between men and women with respect to conferring citizenship on their children and spouse, including by amending provisions in the Constitution and Citizenship Act Amendment Bill 2020.

4. Undertake further measures to prevent the exploitation and abuse of Nepali migrant workers, including by implementing the 2018 recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur on migrants.

Canada welcomes Nepal’s substantial progress towards the achievement of the SDGs, including reducing the incidence of poverty, infant, maternal and child mortality, and increasing access to clean water and sanitation. The Right to Food and Food Sovereignty Act (2018) is an important step towards achieving Nepal’s goal of ‘zero hunger’ by 2025.
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