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PERMANENT MISSION OF PORTUGAL

GENEVA

UPR 37 – Rwanda
25 January 2021
Statement by Portugal

Speaking time – 1’05”
Madam President, 

Portugal welcomes the delegation of Rwanda and thanks the presentation of its comprehensive national report. We also welcome the overall progress reported in improving the legal and institutional framework guaranteeing human rights in the country.

Portugal would like to recommend Rwanda to:

1.
Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure; the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on an individual complaints’ mechanism; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

2.
Repeal all legal provisions that are discriminatory towards women and adopt comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation. Furthermore, strengthen efforts to raise awareness on existing legislation and to fight prejudices and stereotypical attitudes that lead to discriminatory practices against women.

3.
Provide to the Subcommittee on the Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment unrestricted access to all places of detention, in full respect of the principles of confidentiality and freedom from reprisals.
Thank you.
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