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Statement by H.E. Archbishop Ivan Jurkovič, Permanent Representative of the Holy See 

to the United Nations and Other International Organizations in Geneva

at the Human Rights Council - 37th Session of the Universal Periodical Review

Geneva, 21 January 2021
Nepal
Mr. Vice-President, 
The Holy See welcomes the Delegation of Nepal on the occasion of the presentation of its third National Report to the Universal Periodic Review and acknowledges the efforts and steps taken to promote fundamental human rights. 
My Delegation encourages Nepal to adopt effective and appropriate measures to protect and to ensure the full enjoyment of human rights for all people, with special attention to those in vulnerable situations.
 The Holy See particularly urges the Country to safeguard the inalienable and universal human right of freedom of religion and belief.

Furthermore, my Delegation wishes to submit the following recommendations:
1. To intensify efforts to prevent trafficking in persons and every form of exploitation, including child labor, also through the early identification and support to victims while bringing perpetrators to justice.

2. To defend and promote the fundamental right to education, ensuring the provision of free quality education to all without discrimination.

3. To ratify the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its Protocol, developing a formal asylum recognition system and complying with the principle of non-refoulement.
 
4. To accede to the Convention on Cluster Munitions. 
5. To end definitively the practice of child marriage.

Thank you, Mr. Vice-President. 
� Cf. A/HRC/WG.6/37/NPL/2, para. 59, p.8. 


� Cf. A/HRC/WG.6/37/NPL/3, para. 33-35, p. 4-5. 


� A/HRC/WG.6/37/NPL/2, para. 33-37, p. 5. 


� A/HRC/WG.6/37/NPL/2, para. 53, p. 7. See also A/HRC/WG.6/37/NPL/3, para. 64-67, p. 8. 


� A/HRC/WG.6/37/NPL/2, para. 82, p. 10. 


� A/HRC/WG.6/37/NPL/2, para. 68, p. 9. 






