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German questions and recommendations to
Republic of Korea


Thank you, Mr. President,
In many aspects, the Republic of Korea is an inspiring example for its region. Its government has announced several positive steps to further improve the human rights situation, which could bolster its role as a regional forerunner. A full abolition of the death penalty would be a signal of particular importance.
Germany continues to have concerns regarding some aspects of the country’s legislations, notably the criminalization of conscientious objectors, and restrictions in its National Security Law, leading to the following recommendations:
1) Decriminalize conscientious objectors, introduce a genuinely civilian alternative to military service and release those imprisoned for refusing to perform military service 
2) Amend the National Security Law, in particular its Article 7, to ensure that it is not used arbitrarily or to harass and restrict the rights to freedom of expression, opinion and association, and release all individuals unjustly charged and sentenced to prison terms solely for the legitimate exercise of their rights to freedom of expression and association. 
3) Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. 
I thank you, Mr. President.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

GERMAN ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
1) Which steps has the Republic of Korea undertaken to safeguard against restrictions of the freedom of expression, opinion and association based on its National Security Law?
2) How many persons have been convicted for consensual same-sex relations, based on Article 92-6 of its Military Criminal Act in the last year, and how many convictions were there in total?
3) Have there been concrete steps to develop a comprehensive anti-discrimination law, which includes a ban of discrimination based on sexual orientation?
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