STATEMENT BY BOTSWANA DURING THE REVIEW OF CZECHIA AT THE 28TH SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 
(6th November 2017, Geneva)
1. Mr. President, Botswana warmly welcomes the Czech delegation to the third cycle of the UPR process.  We thank the Delegation for the presentation of a comprehensive national report.
2. Botswana recognises the impetus with which the Czech Republic considers addressing the protection and promotion of human rights. This comes out clearly in the adoption of various national strategies aimed at protecting the various sectors of society against human rights violations.
3. Of note amongst these, is the strategy adopted to Protect Children’s rights, which aims to analyse the system and assess options to set up an independent mechanism to monitor implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Related to this  is the National Strategy for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, which places special emphasis on trafficking of Children.

4. We also wish to note with appreciation the efforts made to promote equality between Women and Men with a view to institutionalising balanced representation of women and men in decision making positions, equality in the labour market and addressing gender stereotypes among others.

5. Notwithstanding the extensive measures taken, we have noted that the adoption and implementation of laws to ensure access to justice and remedies remains a challenge. In this respect, we make the following two recommendations:
a) We encourage the Czech Republic to adopt specific legislation that recognizes the crime of commercial sexual exploitation and prostitution of children; 

b) Encourage the Czech Republic to provide free legal aid for Women with a view to increasing their access to judicial remedies; and
6. We wish the Czech Republic a successful review outcome.
I thank you, Mr. President!
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