Please check against delivery: One (1) minute and Thirty-Five (35) seconds

[image: image1.png]




28TH SESSION OF THE UPR WORKING GROUP
6TH – 17TH NOVEMBER, 2017

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE UNIVERSAL 

PERIODIC REVIEW OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC
STATEMENT BY GHANA DELIVERED BY MR. JOSEPH OWUSU-ANSAH,

COUNSELLOR, ON MONDAY 6TH NOVEMBER, 2017

Mr. President, 

Ghana welcomes the delegation of the Czech Republic to the 3rd Cycle of the UPR Working Group, and we thank them for the presentation of their national report. 
My delegation notes with satisfaction the ratification by the Czech Government of some regional and international human rights treaties since the last review in 2012, including the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, the Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation, and the approval by the Government of the  proposal to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
While we welcome the adoption of the Roma Integration Strategy 2015–2020 to combat discrimination and ensure equal access to, and the protection of the rights and freedoms of the Roma community, Ghana urges the Czech Government to ensure that the legal aid system being developed also makes provision to bring to justice the promoters of discrimination and hate violence against minority groups, especially violence against the Roma minority. 
My delegation further urges the Czech Republic to take appropriate steps to end the detention of all children, whether accompanied, unaccompanied or separated, and to consider implementing other alternatives to detention.
I thank you.       
