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delivered by Emin Aslanov, Second secretary of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the UN Office and other International Organizations in Geneva
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Thank you Mr. Vice-President,

Azerbaijan warmly welcomes the distinguished delegation of Gabon and thanks for the comprehensive National report the delegation presented. 

Azerbaijan commends Gabon’s commitment to the Universal Periodic Review Process. We welcome efforts of the Government of Gabon with regard to implementation of most of the recommendations accepted during the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Azerbaijan also congratulates Gabon for ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which were among recommendations received in the last UPR cycle.

Azerbaijan has following recommendations to Gabon:
1. Continue its efforts on further eradicating poverty and empowering women;
2. Continue undertaking measures to fight against trafficking in human beings. 

In conclusion, we wish the delegation of Gabon a successful review.

Thank you for your attention. 
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