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[bookmark: Section_HDR_Introduction]
		Introduction
[bookmark: Country_Intro_1_1][bookmark: Review_session_date][bookmark: Adoption_mtg_no][bookmark: Adoption_session_date]1.	The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, established in accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 5/1, held its fiftieth session from 3 to 14 November 2025. The review of Maldives was held at the 6th meeting, on 5 November 2025. The delegation of Maldives was headed by the Attorney General, His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Usham. At its 15th meeting, held on 14 November 2025, the Working Group adopted the report on Maldives.
[bookmark: Troika_members]2.	On 8 January 2025, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Maldives: Dominican Republic, the Marshall Islands and Romania.
3.	In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 and paragraph 5 of the annex to Council resolution 16/21, the following documents were issued for the review of Maldives:
	(a)	A national report submitted/written presentation made in accordance with paragraph 15 (a);[footnoteRef:2] [2: 		A/HRC/WG.6/50/MDV/1.] 

	(b)	A compilation prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in accordance with paragraph 15 (b);[footnoteRef:3] [3: 		A/HRC/WG.6/50/MDV/2.] 

	(c)	A summary prepared by OHCHR in accordance with paragraph 15 (c).[footnoteRef:4] [4: 		A/HRC/WG.6/50/MDV/3.] 

[bookmark: Advance_questions_countries]4.	A list of questions prepared in advance by Belgium, Canada, Germany, Liechtenstein, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland was transmitted to Maldives through the troika. These questions are available on the website of the universal periodic review.
[bookmark: Section_I_HDR_Summary]	I.	Summary of the proceedings of the review process
[bookmark: Sub_Section_HDR_Presentation_by_Sur]	A.	Presentation by the State under review
5.	The delegation stated that Maldives remained committed to the universal periodic review process and constructive engagement with the international community. It recalled that its human rights approach was rooted in its history and Islamic faith and, despite climate vulnerability and limited resources, it sought to build an inclusive society based on dignity and opportunity.
6.	The delegation highlighted the consolidation of democracy following the 2008 Constitution, noting that the 2023 presidential and 2024 parliamentary elections had been peaceful and widely assessed as free and fair. The Government of President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu was pursuing long-term planning through nationwide consultations on a 20-year national development plan aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals and the Digital Maldives 2.0 agenda, with legal force envisaged to ensure accountability. Fiscal reforms, including a National Debt Act and a National Fiscal Responsibility Act, aimed to address pandemic-related impacts and strengthen transparency.
7.	Maldives had become party to most core human rights conventions and several optional protocols and was considering further ratifications. Within its constitutional framework, which established Islam as the basis of law, it did not intend to revisit certain reservations, did not recognise freedom of religion beyond Islam and was not in a position to support abolition of the death penalty. The death penalty applied only in limited circumstances with judicial safeguards, and sentences for offences committed by minors had been commuted.
8.	The delegation reported broad legislative and institutional reforms to strengthen governance and the rule of law, combat corruption, expand labour protections, regulate the media and enhance access to justice, including reforms across the criminal justice system. It noted distinctive measures such as a generational ban on tobacco products. It drew attention to efforts to reinforce the independence and capacity of the judiciary— including training, increased participation of women judges and steps toward greater budgetary autonomy— and to strengthen the Human Rights Commission of Maldives.
9.	Maldives remained engaged with the United Nations, maintained a standing invitation to special procedures mandate holders and continued to implement pledges under the Human Rights 75 initiative. A national mechanism for implementation, reporting and follow-up, supported by a recommendations-tracking database, coordinated reporting and follow-up. The delegation reaffirmed its commitment to rights-based policies that strengthened institutions and welcomed recommendations aligned with national priorities and ongoing reforms.
[bookmark: Sub_Section_HDR_B_ID_and_responses]	B.	Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
10.	During the interactive dialogue, 104 delegations made statements. Recommendations made during the dialogue are to be found in section II of the present report.
11.	Bangladesh encouraged Maldives to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
12.	Belgium congratulated Maldives on its cooperation with United Nations Special Procedures.
13.	Bhutan commended Maldives’ efforts to strengthen its human rights framework, health and education.
14.	Botswana commended Maldives for its commitment to institutional reform under the Vision 2040 initiative.
[bookmark: _Hlk214363037]15.	Brazil praised Maldives’ efforts on healthcare and encouraged it to guarantee the equality of rights in marriage.
16.	Brunei Darussalam commended Maldives for its progress in areas of environment, health and housing.
17.	Burundi noted Maldives’ progress in gender-equality, access to education and health, and climate resilience.
18.	Cabo Verde was concerned about Maldives' exclusion of non-Muslims from public and political life. 
19.	Canada welcomed steps taken by Maldives to strengthen access to education and address prison overcrowding.
20.	Chile commended Maldives for its ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
21.	China noted Maldives' improvements in living standards, combating domestic violence, and protecting women, children, and persons with disabilities.
22.	The Congo appreciated Maldives' National Action Plan on Prevention and Response to Violence Against Children (2024-2028).
23.	Costa Rica highlighted Maldives' efforts to criminalize marital rape.
24.	Cuba welcomed key laws on transitional justice, civil rights and anti-corruption, and efforts to improve legal accessibility and strengthen the National Human Rights Commission.
25.	Cyprus commended Maldives' legislative efforts in advancing reforms, accountability, and stronger protections for children, workers, and the right to education.
26.	Denmark raised concern about Maldives’ legislation regulating bodily autonomy and its failure to uphold freedom of religion or belief, both in law and in practice.
27.	Djibouti welcomed Maldives’ measures aimed at ensuring greater compliance of national legislation with international human rights standards.
28.	Dominica commended Maldives for its leadership on climate-related issues at the Human Rights Council.
29.	The Dominican Republic acknowledged Maldives’ participatory formulation of the National Development Plan, which integrated human rights into its objectives.
30.	Ecuador highlighted Maldives’ environmental efforts, including measures for the gradual elimination of single-use plastics.
31.	Egypt appreciated Maldives’ efforts to protect human rights through the development of relevant institutional and legislative frameworks.
32.	El Salvador appreciated the strengthening of the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow-up and the implementation of National Resilience and Recovery Plan.
33.	Estonia noted Maldives' renewed commitment to good governance, democratic values, and human rights through significant legal and institutional reforms.
34.	Ethiopia appreciated Maldive's progress in expanding access to education, healthcare, housing and social protection for all.
35.	France hailed the ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
36.	Gabon welcomed Maldives’ action plan for equality between men and women and the measures to ensure its implementation.
37.	The Gambia commended Maldives’ mechanism for reporting and follow-up in the implementation of recommendations.
38.	Georgia encouraged Maldives to continue engaging with international human rights bodies and welcomed the National Domestic Violence Prevention Strategy.
39.	Germany welcomed the ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 
40.	The delegation of Maldives stressed its commitment to safeguard and defend civil and political rights and as such, mentioned the establishment of the Office for Civil Rights by President Dr. Muizzu. It added that Maldives was committed to the principle of non-discrimination. However, its constitutional and legal framework being rooted within Islamic principles, the requirement regarding faith to obtain citizenship remained unchanged.
41.	The State remained committed to protect the right to freedom of association, and therefore, it enacted a new Associations Act in 2022 and an Industrial Relations Act in 2024 to enhance freedom of association. To support civil society organizations, grants were created, allocating 3 million Maldivian rufiyaa annually since 2021.
42.	On freedom of expression, the Penal Code was amended to criminalize incitement to hate based on race, place of birth, colour, political views and religion and to include cybercrime offences. In 2025, the Maldives Media and Broadcasting Regulation Act was enacted to protect the constitutional right to freedom of expression while promoting journalistic freedom and it established an independent Media and Broadcasting Commission.
43.	The State stressed that it remained committed to restoring the right of peaceful assembly, which was restricted in 2016 and as such, was working on amending the law with the aim to align it with international standards.
44.	The delegation mentioned the shift towards rights-centric institutional frameworks and enhanced accountability for law enforcement agencies, as well as the enactment of the Maldives Police Service Act and the Maldives Police Service Strategic Action Plan 2024-2028. Additionally, police services were expanded to all populated islands and police officers were trained in human rights modules, with accountability mechanisms such as the Use of Force Review Committee.
45.	On detention conditions, the overcrowded Maafushi Prison benefited from new prison cells and renovation of the existing ones, and the Malé Prison was closed in 2024. Non-custodial sentences were also considered as alternatives to imprisonment, and new approaches to rehabilitation had been implemented. Officers across police, corrections, customs, and immigration were trained on the Convention against Torture and the Nelson Mandela Rules.
46.	In 2021, the Anti-Human Trafficking Act was amended to align national definitions with the UN TIP protocol, and further amendments would be considered. The National Anti-Human Trafficking Coordination Committee was reconstituted, and an Action Plan was endorsed in 2025. Maldives also worked on ensuring employers were respecting labour laws, as well as on strengthening protections for victims of trafficking. All government institutions concerned received training on the fundamentals of trafficking and victim identification.
47.	Maldives collaborated with the International Organization for Migration to launch a Resource Centre, introduced penalties for non-compliance with the Employment Act defining employer responsibilities for foreign labour engagement and launched the National Migrant Health Policy to improve foreign nationals’ access to healthcare.
48.	On the justice system, the Juvenile Justice Act was enacted in 2019 and implemented through the Juvenile Justice Act Implementation Roadmap (2024-2027), and the State explored initiatives to support and rehabilitate at-risk youth. The delegation also highlighted that institutional reforms continued to strengthen a rights-centric approach to law enforcement. 
49.	Ghana acknowledged Maldives’ commitment to addressing environmental issues as reflected in the Fisheries Act. 
50.	Greece commended the adoption of the National Action Plan for the Prevention and Response to Violence Against Children.
51.	Guyana praised Maldives for its comprehensive institutional and legislative reform agenda.
52.	Honduras applauded the inclusion of human rights in national planning, particularly the National Development Master Plan.
53.	Iceland welcomed the national report and made recommendations.
54.	India acknowledged the resource constraints faced by Maldives and reaffirmed its commitment to providing support.
55.	Indonesia appreciated the establishment of the Office for Civil Rights and the Maldives’ leadership in advancing climate mitigation efforts.
56.	The Islamic Republic of Iran welcomed Maldives’ labour-management information system and the review of the minimum wage framework.
57.	Iraq applauded Maldives’ constructive engagement with the universal periodic review mechanism.
58.	Ireland welcomed Maldives’ efforts to improve female representation and was concerned about possible restrictions on media freedom arising from legislation.
59.	Italy expressed the wish that Maldives would continue on the path of legislative reforms in line with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
60.	Jordan praised Maldives’ progress made at the institutional and legislative levels to ensure justice and accountability.
61.	Kazakhstan recognised Maldives’ commitment to enhancing institutional capacities and promoting inclusive governance.
62.	Kiribati commended Maldives for strengthening human rights, particularly legislative reforms such as the Education Act.
63.	Kuwait commended the efforts made in developing the legislative and institutional framework for the protection of human rights.
64.	Lebanon commended the legislative developments achieved since the last review on human trafficking and climate change.
65.	Lesotho welcomed Maldives’ reforms which strengthened accountability, judicial independence and public integrity.
66.	Libya commended Maldives’ cooperation and its efforts to implement accepted recommendations from the last cycle.
67.	Liechtenstein made recommendations.
68.	Malawi commended the ratification of international human rights instruments and the formation of its national development plan.
69.	Malaysia commended Maldives for its continued efforts to integrate human rights commitments into development plans.
70.	The Marshall Islands commended Maldives’ efforts regarding climate change resilience, and its engagement with local communities.
71.	Mauritius welcomed the National Development Master Plan to transform Maldives into a developed country whilst building climate resilience.
72.	Mexico acknowledged the enactment of the Maldives' Climate Emergency Act as a step towards climate action.
73.	Montenegro noted with concerns Maldives’ persistent gender-based violence and discrimination against women.
74.	Morocco welcomed Maldives’ legislative reforms undertaken to strengthen democracy, in line with the 2008 Constitution.
75.	Nepal appreciated Maldives' efforts to implement the recommendations of the previous cycle.
76.	The Kingdom of the Netherlands was concerned by Maldives’ limited progress made on media freedom.
77.	New Zealand welcomed Maldives’ positive steps towards increasing women's political participation.
78.	Nigeria took positive note of Maldives’ leadership in addressing climate change as a human rights concern.
79.	Oman commended the progress made by Maldives in empowering women and supporting their participation in leadership positions.
80.	Pakistan noted with appreciation Maldives’ progress towards development and economic stability despite major challenges.
81.	Paraguay praised the second amendment to the Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Act, the creation of the Mental Health Helpline, and the Migrant Workers Resource Center.
82.	The Philippines lauded legislative reforms criminalizing marital rape and improving civil registration processes, and the policy interventions aimed at building climate and disaster risk readiness and resilience.
83.	Poland thanked Maldives for its national report and made recommendations.
84.	The delegation of Maldives stated that it remained firmly committed to the promotion and protection of human rights guided by the principles of equality, participation, empowerment and inclusion.
85.	On gender equality, the Gender Equality Act was scheduled for review in 2026, and Maldives continued to advance institutional gender mainstreaming by appointing 84 gender advocates in 44 state institutions. The electoral quota reserving a third of council seats for women made women’s representation in local governance improved from 6,1% in 2017 to 39,7% today.
86.	The government launched a loan scheme allocating 100 million Maldivian rufiyaa to support women entrepreneurs, with 25% dedicated to women with disabilities. To support women in their personal and professional decisions, a six-month paid maternity leave and one month paternity were introduced. 
87.	The government condemned all forms of violence against women and girls, and affirmed there was no evidence of female genital mutilation being carried out in the country at present and that any such act would be treated as abuse and constituted assault under the Penal Code. 
88.	On children’s rights, the government of Maldives tripled the single parent allowances and provided internships and life-skills training opportunities to all children in state care.
89.	On rights of persons with disabilities, Maldives was undertaking a review of the Disability Act to strengthen national legislation and ensure its alignment with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It also introduced a national action plan on disability inclusion. It continued to provide multiple disability allowances and worked on establishing a comprehensive disability centre to provide rehabilitation and support services.
90.	The delegation stressed that the Maldivian Constitution guaranteed every citizen the right to live with dignity and security, enshrining the State’s obligation to progressively realise essential social and economic rights.
91.	The First Home Programme was developed to ensure that every Maldivian citizen aged 18 and above had access to their first home, with the aim to promote equitable housing opportunities across the nation. The government also endorsed the National Housing Affordability and Accessibility Programme in 2025 to expand access to affordable housing to all.
92.	Regarding healthcare, the government launched a Hospital Optimization Programme to strengthen regional healthcare delivery and accessibility, with five regional hospitals being upgraded to tertiary-level facilities by the end of 2027 and expanded diagnostic service on every island through bettering teleconsultation and laboratory services.
93.	The delegation highlighted that Maldives faced significant threats from climate change, and that it had submitted its third Nationally Determined Contribution under the Paris Agreement in 2025. It also set the target of generating 33% of the nation’s electricity from renewable sources by 2028 and mentioned its resolve to advance progress in economic diversification, social empowerment, youth engagement, and climate resilience.
94.	Portugal welcomed the establishment and restructuring of Maldives' National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow-up.
95.	Qatar valued Maldives ‘efforts for the empowerment and participation of young people and women, to revitalise education among children and to develop policies aimed at establishing a more equitable economy and building a stable and cohesive society.
96.	Romania commended Maldives’ actions to strengthen national human rights mechanisms and the development of national action plans in various human rights areas.
97.	The Russian Federation appreciated Maldives efforts to implement their international human rights obligations. It noted that the independence of the process of appointing members of the Human Rights Commission in full compliance with the Paris Principles was not adequately ensured.
98.	Samoa commended Maldives for their astute leadership as a Council Member of Small Island Developing State (SIDS) at the Human Rights Council.
99.	Saudi Arabia welcomed Maldives’ efforts to empower women, enhance education and vocational training, and expand access to basic services.
100.	Senegal appreciated Maldives’ strengthening of the legal human rights framework.
101.	Serbia welcomed the establishment of the Mental Health Helpline, and endorsement of the National Mental Health Strategic Action Plan (2025-2029), alongside ongoing work to finalize the Mental Health Bill.
102.	Sierra Leone welcomed Maldives’ actions taken on free education, gender equality, accountability and against corruption.
103.	Singapore welcomed Maldives’ efforts to support women entrepreneurs and prevent violence against children.
104.	Slovenia commended Maldives’ measures on gender equality, access to education, children protection, and response to climate change.
105.	South Africa welcomed the establishment of the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow up.
106.	Spain congratulated Maldives for not having carried out any executions since 1952.
107.	Sri Lanka appreciated Maldives’ legal and institutional reforms to further promote and protect human rights.
108.	The State of Palestine welcomed the National Development Master Plan, and the expanded access to education, healthcare, and social protection.
109.	The Sudan welcomed Maldives’ Transitional Justice Act and initiatives to align the penitentiary system with international standards.
110.	Suriname welcomed the Strategic Action Plan 2025-2028, outlining development priorities and human rights commitments while encouraging inclusive dialogues in development plans.
111.	Switzerland made recommendations.
112.	Thailand commended the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow up restructuring, the establishment of a National Recommendations Tracking Database, and initiatives simplifying access to disability grants and protecting prisoners.
113.	Togo noted Maldives’ institutional reforms and progress made to promote women's economic empowerment, health and education.
114.	Trinidad and Tobago noted Maldives’ legislative and institutional reforms and efforts in response to the climate crisis.
115.	Tunisia welcomed Maldives' cooperation with international human rights mechanisms, the ratification of international instruments, and the enactment of human rights-related laws.
116.	Türkiye commended Maldives’ progress related to the rights of children, women, and persons with disabilities, on access to education and social services, and on children protection.
117.	Ukraine commended Maldives' commitment to human rights promotion and protection which was testified, inter alia, by its active role as a member of the Human Rights Council.
118.	The United Arab Emirates welcomed Maldives’ efforts in integrating human rights commitments and SDGs in policies and plans.
119.	The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland urged Maldives to maintain a robust approach to terrorism and extremism, by increasing the prosecution of cases, and to protect freedom of the media and peaceful assembly.
120.	Uruguay welcomed Maldives’ efforts in implementing previous cycle recommendations.
121.	Vanuatu commended Maldives' advocacy for climate action and sustainable development, including by adopting the Climate Emergency Act.
122.	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela highlighted Maldives’ legislative reforms undertaken between 2019 and 2023 and the implementation of numerous social programs.
123.	Viet Nam welcomed progress on health coverage, free education, and climate resilience; empowering women, youth, and persons with disabilities; and protecting vulnerable persons.
124.	Yemen commended Maldives’ legislative and institutional measures on human rights.
125.	Albania welcomed Maldives’ efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, and measures on children protection, climate emergency and environmental protection.
126.	Algeria noted Maldives’ institutional reforms and efforts to strengthen the legal human rights framework.
127.	Armenia noted Maldives’ efforts to address climate change, through national adaptation strategies and global advocacy.
128.	Australia welcomed the operation of the Human Rights Commission and was concerned by the Media and Broadcasting Regulation bill.
129.	Austria commended Maldives’ steps taken to ratify international instruments and combat corruption and organized crime.
130.	Azerbaijan applauded the integration of human rights and SDGs into the Strategic Action Plan 2025-2028, and progress on child protection, health services, judges’ accountability and proficiency, and on human rights training for law enforcement.
131.	The Bahamas welcomed the adoption of the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow up and of legislation on industrial relations and climate emergency.
132.	Bahrain welcomed Maldives’ adoption of human rights-related strategies, plans, and legislative amendments.
133.	Colombia made recommendations.
134.	To conclude, the delegation of Maldives expressed appreciation to the Human Rights Council, the Secretariat, the members of the Troika, civil society organizations and Member States. Maldives highlighted that they valued the universal periodic review as a vital platform for dialogue, reflection and shared progress, affirmed its full commitment to the process, and looked forward to implementing the accepted recommendations. Maldives reiterated its commitment to implementing human rights obligations in a manner that respects both its constitutional framework and its international commitments.
[bookmark: Section_HDR_II_Conclusions_recommendatio]	II.	Conclusions and/or recommendations
135.	The following recommendations will be examined by Maldives, which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the sixty-first session of the Human Rights Council:
[bookmark: _Hlk213415006]135.1	Ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Ecuador); (Mexico); (Togo);
135.2	Ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and enforce laws against forced labour and exploitation against migrant workers (Gambia);
[bookmark: _Hlk213415200]135.3	Reconsider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Bangladesh);
135.4	Consider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families (Sierra Leone);
135.5	Consider gradual steps toward ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (Nigeria);
[bookmark: _Hlk213415080]135.6	Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Canada); (Greece); (Portugal); (Togo); (Uruguay);
135.7	Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (New Zealand);
135.8	Ratify the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education 1960 (Congo);
[bookmark: _Hlk213415287]135.9	Withdraw the reservation to Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) (Denmark);
135.10	Withdraw reservation to Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and protect the right to freedom of religion (Paraguay);
135.11	Withdraw reservations to Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and cease to restrict the freedom to hold a religion or belief of their choice (Austria);
135.12	Ratify the Kampala Amendment to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court on the crime of aggression (Liechtenstein);
135.13	Ratify the Protocols to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Liechtenstein);
135.14	Consider ratifying the core international human rights instruments not yet ratified, particularly the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (State of Palestine);
135.15	Continue acceding to the core international human rights instruments to which it is not yet a party (Ukraine);
135.16	Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, to maintain a formal moratorium on the death penalty, and to abstain from the imposition of death sentences as a first step towards abolition (Germany);
135.17	Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (France);
135.18	Sign and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty and reverse or commute existing death sentences (Spain);
135.19	Maintain the moratorium on the application of the death penalty and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Brazil);
135.20	Introduce a de jure moratorium on capital execution in order to fully abolish the death penalty, ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Italy);
135.21	Respond positively to requests for official visits by all United Nations Special Procedure mandate holders (South Africa);
135.22	Continue efforts to strengthen the legislative and institutional frameworks for human rights (Sudan);
135.23	Continue taking targeted steps to improve national legislation regarding respect for human rights and freedoms (Russian Federation);
135.24	Continue consolidating recent legislative progress, by strengthening or creating institutional mechanisms that monitor the implementation of passed human rights laws (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of));
135.25	Repeal the Evidence Act and the media and broadcasting regulation act, which undermine freedom of expression and freedom of the press in the country (Spain);
135.26	Allocate adequate resources to support the effective implementation of laws and the national action plans (Nigeria);
135.27	Intensify efforts to ensure the National Human Rights Institution's compliance with the Paris Principles (Iraq);
135.28	Continue efforts to strengthen national human rights institutions (Kazakhstan);
135.29	Continue efforts to preserve independence, and strengthen institutional capacity of National Human Rights Institutions in line with the Paris Principles (Nepal);
135.30	Take the necessary measures to ensure that the Maldives Human Rights Commission operates in full compliance with the Paris Principles (Colombia);
135.31	Ensure the independence and adequate funding of the Maldives Human Rights Commission (Albania);
135.32	Increase human and financial resources for the Human Rights Commission to carry out its mandate independently and effectively (Serbia);
135.33	Take measures to ensure the independent appointment of members of the Human Rights Commission and allocate sufficient financial resources to fulfil its mandate (Russian Federation);
135.34	Continue strengthening the Human Rights Commission of the Maldives in line with the Paris Principles, and expand its mandate to support the implementation of national action plans on gender equality and disability inclusion (State of Palestine);
135.35	Strengthen the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting, and Follow-Up, in line with the Marrakech Guidance Framework (Morocco);
135.36	Continue to strengthen the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow up with the support of OHCHR, the Commonwealth Secretariat or other partners (Samoa);
135.37	Continue to pursue technical cooperation and capacity-building opportunities in order to strengthen its national mechanism for reporting and follow-up (Trinidad and Tobago);
135.38	Strengthen the Committee's national mechanism for monitoring human rights recommendations, considering the possibility of receiving cooperation for this purpose (Paraguay);
135.39	Promote comprehensive legislation against discrimination, including discrimination based on religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, or national origin (Colombia);
135.40	Adopt a comprehensive law that prohibits all forms of discrimination, including that based on religion, nationality, sexual orientation, and gender identity (Mexico);
135.41	Adopt comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation prohibiting all grounds of discrimination, including on the basis of religion or national origin (New Zealand);
135.42	Enact a comprehensive domestic law on non-discrimination (Estonia);
135.43	Criminalize all forms of discrimination against persons of diverse SOGIESC (Iceland);
135.44	Review the norms that may limit the exercise of civil and political rights on religious grounds, and promote equality against all forms of discrimination, without distinction based on religion, gender, sexual orientation, or immigration status (Ecuador);
135.45	Revise the Constitution to remove the requirements that citizenship be limited based on religion (New Zealand);
135.46	Ensure that religion is not a requirement for citizenship, therefore preventing discrimination in access to citizenship (Thailand);
135.47	Continue to promote gender equality and combat all forms of violence against women, including by criminalizing FGM (Cyprus);
135.48	Continue to strengthen efforts to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls in all spheres of public life (Ethiopia);
135.49	Ensure that the Gender Equality Act defines discrimination in accordance with articles 1 and 2 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), addressing direct, indirect, and intersecting discrimination in both public and private life (Montenegro);
135.50	Enact the necessary legislation to ensure full compliance with the provisions of Article 5 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Mauritius);
135.51	Enhance public awareness to promote understanding of rights and protections (Nigeria);
135.52	Step up efforts to combat xenophobia, hate speech and hate crimes (Philippines);
135.53	Establish a moratorium on the application of the death penalty with a view to its definitive and permanent abolition and commute existing sentences (Uruguay);
135.54	Immediately establish an official moratorium on executions and commute all death sentences with a view to abolishing the death penalty (Liechtenstein);
135.55	Introduce a de jure moratorium on the death penalty, including for drug-related offences (Belgium);
135.56	Abolish the death penalty in law (Slovenia);
135.57	Abolish the death penalty, particularly for crimes such as adultery, and move towards a total moratorium on executions (Costa Rica);
135.58	Abolish the death penalty or codify a moratorium as a first step, including for offenses committed by minors (Switzerland);
135.59	Abolish the death penalty, officially declare a moratorium and commute all existing death sentences (Austria);
135.60	Abolish the death penalty and implement the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Iceland);
135.61	Consider establishing a de jure moratorium on the application of the death penalty with a view to its full abolition (Marshall Islands);
135.62	Adopt a formal moratorium on the death penalty while moving towards its abolition for all crimes and, in the interim, ensure that legislation is not revised to extend the death penalty to additional offences (Ireland);
135.63	Maintain and strengthen the moratorium on the death penalty (Albania);
135.64	Maintain the moratorium on executions, prevent expanding crimes punishable by death and refrain from regulating execution procedures (Australia);
135.65	Maintain the de facto moratorium on executions and consider ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR (International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights), which aims for the abolition of the death penalty (Montenegro);
135.66	Limit the death penalty to the most serious crimes and commute existing sentences, particularly for minors (Sierra Leone);
135.67	Ensure penal code is aligned with international standards, abolish the death penalty and maintain the existing moratorium (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
135.68	Resume the work of the Presidential Commission on Deaths and Disappearances, and ensure that the families of the victims are informed of its findings (Chile);
135.69	Bring conditions of detention into line with the Nelson Mandela Rules and the Bangkok Rules, ensuring humane, dignified and non-discriminatory treatment for all persons deprived of their liberty (Costa Rica);
135.70	Allocate adequate financial and human resources to improve detention conditions in line with the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules) (South Africa);
135.71	Intensify efforts to improve detention conditions and healthcare for detainees (Thailand);
135.72	Ensure access to adequate medical and health care for all detainees, in accordance with international human rights standards (Costa Rica);
135.73	Strengthen procedural safeguards against arbitrary detention and improve conditions of detention in prisons (France);
135.74	Persevere in addressing the challenges posed by prison overcrowding, including through the broader application of non-custodial measures as alternatives to imprisonment (Lebanon);
135.75	Ban racial profiling in counterterrorism laws (Cabo Verde);
135.76	Protect human rights defenders against threats, smear campaigns, and attempts at criminalization under the country’s Counter-Terrorism Act (Spain);
135.77	Repeal the Maldives Media and Broadcasting Regulation Law to ensure that media professionals are protected and able to operate without fear of reprisals (Canada);
135.78	Uphold the independence of the judiciary and democratic institutions, including by guaranteeing freedom of expression and ensuring the public release of the Presidential Commission’s report on Deaths and Disappearances (Australia);
135.79	Guarantee the independence, impartiality and integrity of the judiciary, thereby ensuring the effective protection of human rights through the judicial process (Ukraine);
135.80	Continue developing the judiciary and encourage greater women’s participation, while benefiting from the expertise and guidance of international human rights mechanisms (Lebanon);
135.81	Enhance measures promoting inclusive participation, transparency, and access to justice, particularly for women, youth, and marginalized groups (State of Palestine);
135.82	Expedite the enactment and implementation of the Legal Aid Bill to ensure equitable access to justice, particularly for vulnerable groups (Cyprus);
135.83	Expedite the enactment and implementation of the Legal Aid Bill to ensure equitable access to justice, particularly for vulnerable groups and those in remote communities (Ghana);
135.84	Expedite the enactment of the Legal Aid Bill to enhance access to justice especially for vulnerable groups and those in remote communities (Lesotho);
135.85	Expedite the enactment and implementation of the legal aid bill to ensure equal access to justice, particularly for vulnerable groups and residents of remote communities (Libya);
135.86	Expedite the enactment and implementation of the Legal Aid Bill to ensure equitable access to justice, particularly for vulnerable groups and those in remote communities (Malawi);
135.87	Accelerate the implementation of the Legal Aid Bill to ensure equitable access to justice, in particular for vulnerable groups and remote communities (Cuba);
135.88	Improve access to justice by providing adequate free legal aid to all persons without sufficient means (Lebanon);
135.89	Strengthen access to justice through the provision of legal aid to indigent persons and financial support for organisations providing legal aid services (Gambia);
135.90	Take the necessary measures to ensure the independence and impartiality of the judiciary (Colombia);
135.91	Protect the independence of the judiciary and the integrity of the legal system and repeal any compromising legislation (Germany);
135.92	Take measures to ensure the independence and impartiality of the judiciary (Sierra Leone);
135.93	Strengthen the independence of the judiciary and ensure fair access to justice for all citizens (Jordan);
135.94	Take concrete steps to strengthen the independence of the judiciary, including through ensuring transparent and merit-based recruitment, promotion and disciplinary procedures (Bahamas);
135.95	Continue efforts to enhance the efficiency and independence of the judiciary by improving the mechanisms for the appointment, evaluation, and professional training of judges, and ensuring the increased participation of women at all levels of the judiciary (Kuwait);
135.96	Consider promoting specialized judicial training on gender sensitivity, disability rights, and international human rights law, with a focus on practical implementation (Kiribati);
135.97	Improve detention conditions in accordance with the Nelson Mandela Rules and the Bangkok Rules, so that prison management promotes rehabilitation, prison overcrowding is controlled, and procedural safeguards and the right to humane treatment are fully respected (Switzerland);
135.98	Refrain from lowering the minimum age of criminal responsibility and continuing progress on juvenile justice, including by strengthening the implementation of alternatives to punitive detention measures (Belgium);
135.99	Ensure freedom of religion for all faiths (Cabo Verde);
135.100	Ensure the full enjoyment of the rights to freedom of religion or belief, including the freedom to have, to adopt, and to manifest a religion or belief of one’s choice (Poland);
135.101	Combat all forms of religious extremism that undermine fundamental human rights (Germany);
135.102	Balance freedom of religion and freedom of expression as laid down in Articles 18 and 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Netherlands (Kingdom of the));
135.103	Conduct independent, transparent, and effective investigations into reported violations against civil society actors and ensure perpetrators are held accountable (Canada);
135.104	Take all measures necessary to ensure full respect for freedom of expression and to guarantee that journalists, civil society representatives and human rights defenders can practice their profession freely (Liechtenstein);
135.105	Ensure that human rights defenders, journalists, media workers and civil society have a safe and enabling environment and can operate freely without fear of reprisals (Austria);
135.106	Protect journalists and human rights defenders from any form of violence or censorship, investigate incidents of attacks against them, hold perpetrators accountable, and provide redress to victims (Ukraine);
135.107	Strengthen protection for journalists and human rights defenders against any form of violence and censorship (New Zealand);
135.108	Review national legislation to ensure it is consistent with international human rights standards, particularly with regard to freedom of expression and media (Austria);
135.109	Continue steps to foster an open and professional media environment that upholds freedom of opinion and expression, and safety of the journalists (Indonesia);
135.110	Step up efforts to promote the safety of journalists and uphold media freedom through regulatory reforms, awareness raising, training, and international collaboration (Greece);
135.111	Provide a conducive environment for the freedom of the press, including measures against harassment of journalists and against political interference in the media landscape (Germany);
135.112	Provide a safe environment for human rights defenders and journalists, allowing them to perform their activities with a view of strengthening the freedom of expression and freedom of the media (Poland);
135.113	Strengthen press freedom, in particular the independence of the media and the safety of journalists (France);
135.114	Safeguard the constitutional right to freedom of expression under the Maldives media and broadcasting regulating Bill (Netherlands (Kingdom of the));
135.115	Revise the media and broadcasting regulation law so that its application guarantees the independence of the regulator, limits executive interference, and allows journalists, media outlets, and citizens to express themselves freely, including online (Switzerland);
135.116	Assure the alignment of the new media law with constitutional guarantees and international standards for freedom of expression (Estonia);
135.117	Implement stated commitment to the Commonwealth principles on freedom of expression and the role of the media (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
135.118	Guarantee the effective enjoyment of freedom of expression (Cyprus);
135.119	Guarantee the exercise of the right to freedom of the press, ensuring the confidentiality of journalistic sources, in accordance with Article 19, paragraph 3, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Chile);
135.120	Promote digital governance by expanding, as far as possible, e-services and ensuring equitable access to digital platforms (Cuba);
135.121	Expand digitization and equitable access to electronic services for all persons (Dominican Republic);
135.122	Finalize the review of Family Law and associated legislation to harmonize with international human rights standards, including Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and Convention on the Rights of the Child obligations (Malawi);
135.123	Continue implementing national capacity-building and training programs in the field of human rights promotion and promote a culture of rights and freedoms (Jordan);
135.124	Institutionalize civic education in schools and communities to enhance understanding of democratic processes and constitutional rights (Guyana);
135.125	Decriminalise all consensual sexual relations between adults outside of marriage (Denmark);
135.126	Continue providing comprehensive support to the institution of the family in its traditional sense (Russian Federation);
135.127	Review the family law framework to ensure enjoyment of human rights, equal rights by men and women in marriage, and equal protection and the distribution of marital property upon dissolution of marriage (Botswana);
135.128	Make progress in the restructuring of legislative measures related to family law in order to guarantee that men and women have equal rights in marriage and divorce (Colombia);
135.129	Finalise the review of Family Law and related legislation to ensure alignment with international human rights standards, including obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (Dominica);
135.130	Finalize the review of family law and associated legislation to harmonize with international human rights standards, including obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Kiribati);
135.131	Finalize the review of Family Law and associated legislation, in line with international human rights standards, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (Morocco);
135.132	Strengthen efforts to finalize the revision of the Family Law to bring it into line with international human rights standards, including the obligations of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (United Arab Emirates);
135.133	Continue its efforts to prevent and combat trafficking in persons and protect victims of trafficking (Bangladesh);
135.134	Continue to strengthen the national framework on combating human trafficking (Sri Lanka);
135.135	Strengthen policies for the eradication of child labour, ensuring the application of ILO Convention No. 182, and prioritising the identification and care of minors in situations of labour vulnerability (El Salvador);
135.136	Strengthen ongoing initiatives for care and protection of victims of trafficking, paying particular attention to the requirements of women and children (Sri Lanka);
135.137	Strengthen further its efforts to prevent and combat trafficking in persons and forced labour, and protect victims of trafficking, including by ensuring that all relevant cases are thoroughly investigated and that victims receive protection and reparation (Greece);
135.138	Strengthen measures to prevent and combat trafficking in persons and ensure that perpetrators are brought to justice and victims are protected and receive reparations (Romania);
135.139	Take further measures to prevent and combat trafficking in persons (Georgia);
135.140	Strengthen the institutional, regulatory and policy mechanisms for the prevention, combating and punishment of human trafficking (Paraguay);
135.141	Strengthen efforts to combat and punish trafficking in persons, and the protection of victims (Gambia);
135.142	Strengthen efforts to prevent and combat trafficking in persons and forced labour, and protect victims of trafficking (Senegal);
135.143	Further strengthen efforts to prevent and combat trafficking in persons and forced labour, and to ensure the protection of victims of trafficking (Ukraine);
135.144	Intensify efforts to combat human trafficking, particularly the exploitation of children and women, by strengthening the fight against traffickers, in accordance with the 2025 National Action Plan (Djibouti);
135.145	Continue efforts to combat human trafficking, particularly of women and children, and benefit from international best practices in prevention, treatment, and remedies (Bahrain);
135.146	Strengthen education and vocational training programs for young people to contribute to their economic empowerment and support sustainable development (Oman);
135.147	Further strengthen protection mechanisms for migrant workers to prevent abuse and exploitation and guarantee access to justice and remedy when they occur (Philippines);
135.148	Strengthen social protection systems to address multidimensional vulnerabilities for women, children, and other marginalized groups (Dominica);
135.149	Strengthen social protection systems to address multidimensional vulnerabilities and support resilience across life stages (Morocco);
135.150	Continue improving access to clean, safe, and affordable treated water (Brunei Darussalam);
135.151	Continue to improve the living conditions of people and expand social security coverage (China);
135.152	Continue the efforts made to provide adequate housing for all citizens (Tunisia);
135.153	Strengthen access to affordable housing and essential services including in Greater Malé and other high demand areas (Malaysia);
135.154	Continue to strengthen measures to expand women's and girls' access to healthcare services, and in particular for those residing in the outer islands (Bhutan);
135.155	Continue strengthening equitable access to healthcare services and higher education for women and girls (Thailand);
135.156	Continue to strengthen maternal reproductive health services (Tunisia);
135.157	Enhance maternal, child and adolescent health services with equitable access across all islands (Malaysia);
135.158	Continue and expand programs aimed at promoting the right to health, ensuring that all citizens have access to comprehensive and affordable health care (Egypt);
135.159	Continue efforts to enhance health care services for all citizens and their enjoyment of health insurance program (Tunisia);
135.160	Promote equitable access to health services by strengthening the referral system and expanding outreach to remote and underserved communities (Cuba);
135.161	Promote equitable access to health services by strengthening the referral system and expanding it to the communities in remote islands (Guyana);
135.162	Promote equitable access to health services by expanding services in remote areas (Saudi Arabia);
135.163	Decriminalize abortion in all circumstances and ensure universal access to quality sexual and reproductive health services (Iceland);
135.164	Advance education and health sector reforms to promote equitable access and quality across all islands, with a focus on inclusive education and primary health care for all (Gambia);
135.165	Advance universal and equitable access to health, education, and social services for all persons (Viet Nam);
135.166	Continue efforts to enhance access to education and healthcare, and to strengthen resilience to climate change (Yemen);
135.167	Ensure the sustained and high-quality implementation of preventive health programs to keep progress made in maternal and child health, strengthen vaccination coverage, and accelerate progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals (Uruguay);
135.168	Intensify efforts to increase access to education at all levels, including technical and vocational training (Bhutan);
135.169	Strengthen inclusive and civic education through the full implementation of the Inclusive Education Policy (2021), ensuring accessible materials and human rights education from elementary school onwards (Honduras);
135.170	Strengthen education and awareness-raising activities on human rights, with special emphasis on economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of));
135.171	Continue to increase investment in the field of education, especially to further increase the enrolment rate of disadvantaged groups (China);
135.172	Step up efforts to promote higher secondary school enrolment and ensure inclusive education (Azerbaijan);
135.173	Enhance access to primary education, especially for vulnerable groups, to ensure that no one is left behind (Bahrain);
135.174	Pursue its efforts to promote access to education for all women and girls, especially those in remote islands (Marshall Islands);
135.175	Ensure secondary education services in rural areas and on remote islands, in order to increase access to education and reduce school drop-outs (Romania);
135.176	Encourage the integration of education sector reforms into the forthcoming National Development Master Plan, with measurable indicators and inclusive budgeting (Kiribati);
135.177	Play an active and constructive role in enriching international human rights normative framework, by drawing upon its cultural diversity and sharing its national best practices and experiences (Iran (Islamic Republic of));
135.178	Further enhance efforts to raise awareness on disaster risk reduction and adaptation strategies to strengthen climate readiness and resilience (Brunei Darussalam);
135.179	Raise awareness of the value of biodiversity and its conservation (Armenia);
135.180	Continue the efforts initiated on environmental protection (Burundi);
135.181	Continue efforts to transition to clean energy and strengthen climate resilience (Dominican Republic);
135.182	Continue advancing climate resilience and adaptation through collaboration with partners at all levels (Dominica);
135.183	Integrate climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction strategies into all social and economic development policies, focusing on the needs of persons in vulnerable situations (Viet Nam);
135.184	Provide continuity to the National Adaptation Plan and the Early Warning for All Roadmap, promoting the resilience of coastal communities to climate change impacts (El Salvador);
135.185	Adopt gender-responsive and disability-inclusive approaches in environmental, climate change and disaster risk reduction policies (Marshall Islands);
135.186	Support national efforts aimed at enhancing resilience to climate change and protect coastal communities from its impacts (Oman);
135.187	Enact a new law for the protection and conservation of the environment that includes the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment (Ecuador);
135.188	Integrate fully environmental policies and education sector reforms into the National Development Plan, with measurable indicators and inclusive budgets (Dominican Republic);
135.189	Improve waste management facilities and services to combat plastic and hazardous waste, especially to reduce pollution affecting coral reefs and marine biodiversity (Samoa);
135.190	Continue national policies and programs aimed at protecting the environment and addressing the risks and consequences of climate change (Sudan);
135.191	Continue efforts to protect civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights for all persons, bearing in mind the imperatives of sustainable development and environmental vulnerability in its unique context (Kazakhstan);
135.192	Develop and implement a national plan for coral-reef protection, coastal and groundwater safeguards and sustainable island resilience measures with meaningful participation of local communities, including women, indigenous groups and youth groups (Vanuatu);
135.193	Continue to take effective measures to achieve sustainable economic development (China);
135.194	Continue to take comprehensive efforts to strengthen laws and policies on advancing social, economic, cultural rights and right to development (Sri Lanka);
135.195	Continue efforts to diversify its economy in a sustainable and inclusive manner, with a view to address any rural-urban development gaps (Bhutan);
135.196	Integrate human rights principles and treaty body commitments into the National Development Master Plan (Lesotho);
135.197	Institutionalize the National Development Plan through legislation, and to integrate international human rights and treaty obligations into its strategic objectives and monitoring frameworks (State of Palestine);
135.198	Continue efforts to reduce poverty and develop the socio-economic sphere (Russian Federation);
135.199	Explore further avenues for the promotion and realization of the right to development, including through strengthened South-South cooperation and effective implementation of the Declaration on the Right to Development (Iran (Islamic Republic of));
135.200	Continue to integrate special protections for the rights of women, children or persons in vulnerable situations into disaster, early warning and preparedness strategies (Pakistan);
135.201	Promote gender equality through the effective implementation of the Action Plan and the incorporation of gender-responsive indicators and budgets in all policies (Dominican Republic);
135.202	Accelerate the implementation of the Action Plan for Gender Equality 2022-2026, including gender indicators in all sectors and ensuring the relevant budgetary resources to this work (Honduras);
135.203	Fully implement the National Gender Equality Action Plan by integrating gender indicators into all sectoral policies and ensuring adequate budgetary allocations (Malawi);
135.204	Continue to work towards promoting gender equality and ensuring the effective protection of women's rights (India);
135.205	Continue efforts to promote the rights of women and gender equality, in particular by equipping the Ministry of Gender Equality, Family and Social Services with the sufficient human and financial resources (Gabon);
135.206	Continue developing policies to empower women and expand their participation in public life (Oman);
135.207	Continue to advance women empowerment and gender equality, including by integrating human rights education in school curricula and in career development programs for law enforcement and the judiciary (Philippines);
135.208	Promote the civil and political participation of women and persons with disabilities to enhance their inclusivity in decision-making processes (Samoa);
135.209	Strengthen inclusive political participation by providing legal incentives for political parties to nominate women, youth, and persons with disabilities (Libya);
135.210	Continue to promote the empowerment of women, including in the judiciary and law enforcement (Pakistan);
135.211	Strengthen efforts to improve the access of women and girls to higher education (Trinidad and Tobago);
135.212	Enhance access to secondary and higher education as well as technical and vocational training for women and girls, especially in rural areas and on remote islands (Bahamas);
135.213	Continue efforts aimed at promoting women's rights and facilitate their access to higher education (Iraq);
135.214	Continue efforts to implement the Gender Equality Action Plan and promote active measures aiming to increase women’s participation in political life (Romania);
135.215	Promote women's economic empowerment, including by ensuring pay equality between women and men (Egypt);
135.216	Continue efforts to promote women’s economic empowerment (Singapore);
135.217	Promote women’s economic empowerment through targeted training and financial support (Malaysia);
135.218	Continue measures for women's economic empowerment and promotion of women's participation in public and political life (Azerbaijan);
135.219	Enhance Legal Protection for Women and Girls, explicitly criminalize female genital mutilation and marital rape (Serbia);
135.220	Criminalize female genital mutilation and adopt measures to provide education on the harmful nature of this practice, in compliance with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Spain);
135.221	Consolidate further the progress achieved in advancing the rights of women, in all relevant spheres including advancing women’s participation in public and political life (Sri Lanka);
135.222	Fully implement the National Gender Equality Action Plan with clear indicators into all sectoral policies and ensure adequate funding (Lesotho);
135.223	Promote greater women's representation in public and political life (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
135.224	Increase the representation of women in the judicial system, particularly as judges and officials (Senegal);
135.225	Continue the policy of eliminating inequalities between men and women by strengthening mechanisms aimed at increasing women's participation in political and public life, as well as the empowerment and economic inclusion of women and girls, in line with the National Gender Equality Action Plan (2022-2026) (Djibouti);
135.226	Strengthen efforts to increase women’s representation in decision-making and leadership positions in public and private organizations (Indonesia);
135.227	Prohibit the use of Ruqya within health facilities and ensure that this practice is not used in a way that harms the health and dignity of women and girls (Costa Rica);
135.228	Eradicate fully harmful practices against women and girls, in particular female genital mutilation (Italy);
135.229	Outlaw and criminalize female genital mutilation and provide sufficient information to the population to end this practice (Costa Rica);
135.230	Advance in the explicit criminalization of female genital mutilation, abolishing the practice in its entirety (Chile);
135.231	Combat gender-based violence, including by addressing gaps in the implementation of the Domestic Violence Prevention Act and applying stronger policies to address violence, including threats and online abuse, against women participating in political affairs (Australia);
135.232	Continue efforts to eliminate gender-based violence and discrimination, ensuring the full implementation of the Domestic Violence Prevention Act and access to justice and support services for all survivors (Slovenia);
135.233	Improve enforcement of laws criminalizing rape, including investigating and prosecuting all acts of sexual and gender-based violence against women and girls (Canada);
135.234	Strengthen laws and law enforcement capacity to address technology facilitated gender-based violence, including by criminalizing non-consensual sharing of intimate images (Belgium);
135.235	Continue efforts to combat gender-based violence and ensure effective implementation of protection mechanisms for victims (Armenia);
135.236	Strengthen policies and institutional mechanisms for the prevention, response to, and punishment of gender-based violence (Ecuador);
135.237	Ensure effective implementation of national policies aimed at promoting gender equality and reducing sexual and gender-based violence, including domestic violence and female genital mutilation (Ireland);
135.238	Continue efforts to protect women and girls from violence and discrimination (Poland);
135.239	Conduct public awareness-raising campaigns for both men and women to change societal attitudes and eliminate stereotypes that might normalize violence against women (Estonia);
135.240	Strengthen measures to ensure effective protection for women against violence and encourage their representation in politics (France);
135.241	Strengthen the framework for the protection of women against all forms of discrimination and violence (Togo);
135.242	Scale up measures to promote gender equality and eliminate domestic and gender-based violence (Nepal);
135.243	Conclude the process to revise the law of 2013 on the prevention of domestic violence (Gabon);
135.244	Criminalize female genital mutilation and establish medical and psychological survivor support services (Portugal);
135.245	Criminalize domestic violence and marital rape, ensure their prosecution ex officio, and guarantee victim-centered judicial processes with a gender perspective (Mexico);
135.246	Adopt legislation to prohibit female genital mutilation in line with international standards by: a) establishing survivor support services including medical and psychological care; and b) launch awareness campaigns targeting communities, and health professionals (South Africa);
135.247	Adopt or review legislation to criminalize female genital mutilation and all circumstances of marital rape and domestic violence (Brazil);
135.248	Adopt legislation explicitly prohibiting female genital mutilation (Iceland);
135.249	Take measures to protect women and girls, including the full implementation of laws on female genital mutilation (Paraguay);
135.250	Adopt a specific law prohibiting female genital mutilation (Albania);
135.251	Strengthen the implementation of the National Action Plan on Violence Against Children (Guyana);
135.252	Continue implementing the National Action Plan on Prevention of Violence against Children (2024-2028) by strengthening the capacities of relevant personnel and expanding support services at the national level (United Arab Emirates);
135.253	Continue efforts to prevent violence against children, and to strengthen protection, care, and rehabilitation systems to ensure that all children enjoy a safe environment (Qatar);
135.254	Continue efforts to combat child abuse and promote the rights of children (Singapore);
135.255	Continue strengthening child protection systems and inclusive social policies to further promote the rights and well-being of children, women and persons with disabilities (Türkiye);
135.256	Strengthen further the legal and institution framework for the promotion and protection of the rights of the child (India);
135.257	Strengthen its efforts to ensure full inclusion and equal, meaningful participation of persons with disabilities (Bangladesh);
135.258	Strengthen the legal and policy framework to ensure the full inclusion and equal participation of persons with disabilities (New Zealand);
135.259	Strengthen efforts to mainstream the rights of persons with disabilities across all sectors through a participatory, rights-based approach (Qatar);
135.260	Advance the implementation of the National Action Plan on Disability Inclusion by mainstreaming disability rights in all sectors (Cyprus);
135.261	Advance implementation of the National Action Plan on Disability Inclusion by mainstreaming disability rights into all national development strategies and strengthening data collection system (Ghana);
135.262	Accelerate the implementation of the National Action Plan on Disability Inclusion by integrating their rights into all national development strategies (Saudi Arabia);
135.263	Finalize and adopt the National Action Plan on Disability Inclusion to ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of public life (Algeria);
135.264	Consolidate the implementation of the National Plan for Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities, ensuring the participation of representative organizations in its monitoring and consider the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Honduras);
135.265	Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Ghana);
135.266	Continue to enhance protection mechanisms for children, persons with disabilities, and migrant workers, ensuring their effective access to justice and essential services (Ethiopia);
135.267	Promote inclusion of persons with disabilities through educational accommodations, stigma reduction, and respect for their rights and autonomy (Serbia);
135.268	Enhance access to education, housing, health facilities and justice for persons with disabilities and prioritise addressing instances of their exploitation and abuse (Bahamas);
135.269	Strengthen legal and policy framework to promote the full and equal participation of persons with disability across all sectors, including education, employment, governance, and public affairs (Botswana);
135.270	Continue the ongoing process of amending the law on persons with disabilities and the adoption of the draft law on the elderly (Burundi);
135.271	Continue strengthening human rights of persons with disabilities (Georgia);
135.272	Remove legal provisions that restrict the right to freedom of religion or belief, guarantee the right to manifest one’s religion or belief, and combat discrimination and intolerance against religious minorities (Italy);
135.273	Expand participation in public and political life to non-Muslims and allow them to become citizens (Cabo Verde);
135.274	Decriminalize consensual same-sex sexual relations between adults and take all necessary measures to combat violence, discrimination, and stigmatization suffered by people on the grounds of their sexual orientation (Colombia);
135.275	Combat discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, in particular by decriminalizing consensual same-sex relations between adults (France);
135.276	Decriminalize same-sex relations (Estonia);
135.277	Decriminalize and legalize same-sex relations between consenting adults (Iceland);
135.278	Strengthen measures to protect rights of migrant workers, including their access to justice and healthcare services (Nepal);
135.279	Enhance the protection of migrant workers, including by ensuring effective enforcement of labour standards and access to remedies for victims of exploitation (Algeria);
135.280	Enhance further measures to protect the rights and welfare of migrant workers by ensuring clear and transparent employment contracts, fair wages and working conditions, as well as essential health-care services, including in smaller islands (Indonesia);
135.281	Strengthen the implementation of the Maldives Anti-human Trafficking Action Plan 2025 and expand the protection of migrant workers by activating monitoring and accountability mechanisms (Kuwait);
135.282	Review relevant laws and practices, with a view to ensuring that all persons, including migrant workers, can peacefully manifest their religion or belief, without fear of harassment or reprisals (Portugal);
135.283	Ratify the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 1951, the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons of 1954 and the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness of 1961 (Paraguay).
136.	All conclusions and/or recommendations contained in the present report reflect the position of the submitting State(s) and/or the State under review. They should not be construed as endorsed by the Working Group as a whole.
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