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[bookmark: Country_Cover_Page]		Lesotho
[bookmark: Section_HDR_Introduction]
		Introduction
[bookmark: Country_Intro_1_1][bookmark: Review_mtg_no][bookmark: Review_session_date][bookmark: Country_Intro_1_2][bookmark: Adoption_session_date]1.	The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, established in accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 5/1, held its forty-ninth session from 28 April to 9 May 2025. The review of Lesotho was held at the 6th meeting, on 30 April 2025. The delegation of Lesotho was headed by Honourable Richard Ramoeletsi, Head of Delegation, Minister of Law and Justice. At its 16th meeting, held on 7 May 2025, the Working Group adopted the report on Lesotho.
[bookmark: Troika_members]2.	On 8 January 2025, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of Lesotho: Germany, Indonesia and South Africa.
3.	In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 and paragraph 5 of the annex to Council resolution 16/21, the following documents were issued for the review of Lesotho:
	(a)	A national report submitted/written presentation made in accordance with paragraph 15 (a);[footnoteRef:2] [2: 		A/HRC/WG.6/49 LSO/1.] 

	(b)	A compilation prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in accordance with paragraph 15 (b);[footnoteRef:3] [3: 		A/HRC/WG.6/49/LSO/2.] 

	(c)	A summary prepared by OHCHR in accordance with paragraph 15 (c).[footnoteRef:4] [4: 		A/HRC/WG.6/49/LSO/3.] 

[bookmark: Advance_questions_countries]4.	A list of questions prepared in advance by Costa Rica, members of the core group of sponsors of the resolutions on the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment (Costa Rica, Maldives and Slovenia), Germany, Panama, members of the core group of sponsors of the resolution on the open-ended intergovernmental working group on an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the rights to early childhood education, free pre-primary education and free secondary education (Armenia, Bulgaria, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Panama, Romania and Sierra Leone), Portugal, on behalf of the Group of Friends on national mechanisms for implementation, reporting and follow-up, Sierra Leone, Slovenia, Spain and United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland was transmitted to Lesotho through the troika. These questions are available on the website of the universal periodic review.
[bookmark: Section_I_HDR_Summary]	I.	Summary of the proceedings of the review process
		[To be completed by 16 May 2025]
[bookmark: Sub_Section_HDR_Presentation_by_Sur]	A.	Presentation by the State under review
[bookmark: Sub_Section_HDR_B_ID_and_responses]	B.	Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review
[bookmark: No_delegations]5.	During the interactive dialogue, 91 delegations made statements. Recommendations made during the dialogue are to be found in section II of the present report.
[bookmark: Section_HDR_II_Conclusions_recommendatio]	II.	Conclusions and/or recommendations
6.	The response of Lesotho to the following recommendations will be included in the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Council at its sixtieth session:
6.1 Ratify the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Libya);
6.2 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Chile); (Côte d’Ivoire); (Ghana); (Latvia); (Portugal); (South Sudan); (Ukraine);
6.3 Finalize ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Democratic Republic of the Congo);
6.4 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Cyprus); (Estonia);
6.5 Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (Türkiye);
6.6 Continue aligning national legislations and policies with the provisions of ratified international instruments especially to those of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Rwanda);
6.7 Ratify the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education (Serbia);
6.8 Ratify the Convention against Discrimination in Education and enshrine the right to education in the Constitution and national legislation (Gambia);
6.9 Finalize ratification of the (UNESCO) Convention against Discrimination in Education (Democratic Republic of the Congo);
6.10 Consider ratifying the Convention against Discrimination in Education, and to enshrine the right to education within the Constitutional and legal framework of the Kingdom (Eswatini);
6.11 Consider ratification of outstanding human rights instruments in line with domestic priorities (Malawi);
6.12 Continue to bring national legislation in line with international standards in the area of human rights (Russian Federation);
6.13 Enhance existing cooperation with international human rights mechanisms and submit national reports to treaty bodies on a periodic basis (Egypt);
6.14 Continue efforts, including collaborating with the OHCHR and other relevant organisations to fulfill its Treaty-bodies reporting obligations (Guyana);
6.15 Continue to engage in constructive cooperation with the treaty bodies, the HRC and other human rights mechanisms (China);
6.16 Pursue cooperation and reporting to treaty bodies that Lesotho is a signatory of (Cuba);
6.17 Continue with the implementation of legal and institutional reforms, strengthening its national mechanisms and fulfilling its reporting obligations (Zimbabwe);
6.18 Consider adopting measures to expedite the submission of overdue reports to treaty bodies (Namibia);
6.19 Continue cooperating with United Nations and African Union human rights mechanisms (Malawi);
6.20 Continue to implement training, capacity building and awareness-raising workshops on human rights, including all national institutions (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of));
6.21 Further enhance human rights education and training for law enforcement and judicial officials to promote accountability, non-discrimination, and respect for human rights (Thailand);
6.22 Prioritize the effective implementation of the recently enacted legislations, by enhancing institutional capacity (Bhutan);
6.23 Strengthen youth-focused HIV prevention strategies (Malaysia);
6.24 Strengthen policies that foster inclusive development and the well being of all its citizens (Zimbabwe);
6.25 Strengthen collaboration with NGOs and increase funding and access to legal aid (Mozambique);
6.26 Strengthen integrated child-sensitive and gender-responsive protection services and allocate resources to implement the five-year National Prevention and Response Plan on Violence against children (Slovenia);
6.27 Expand human rights education and awareness campaigns, with a focus on the rights of women, children, and persons with disabilities (Armenia);
6.28 Continue to develop national mechanisms in the area of human rights (Russian Federation);
6.29 Enhance the effective implementation of national programs and strategies aiming at fostering human rights protection and ensuring safety (United Republic of Tanzania);
6.30 Further strengthen integrated child-sensitive and gender-responsive protection services aimed at the full realisation of children and women’s rights (Rwanda);
6.31 Expedite the process of establishing and operationalizing of the National Human Rights Institution in compliance with the Paris Principles (South Africa);
6.32 Expedite the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission in line with the Paris Principles (Thailand);
6.33 Expedite the ongoing process of establishing and operationalizing the National Human Rights Commission (Türkiye);
6.34 Conclude the establishment of an operational independent National Human Rights Commission, in accordance with the Paris Principles (Burundi);
6.35 Expedite the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission and ensure its independence and autonomy, by allocating its own budget in line with the Paris Principles (Chile);
6.36 Accelerate the process of establishing the National Human Rights Commission, in accordance with the Paris Principles, and allocate sufficient financial, human and technical resources to it (Djibouti);
6.37 Expedite efforts to establish a national human rights commission in line with the Paris Principles (Gambia);
6.38 Establish National Human Rights Commission in line with the Paris Principle and ensure its independent operation (Republic of Korea);
6.39 Strengthen efforts for operationalization of the National Human Rights Commission (India);
6.40 Continue efforts to operationalize the independent national human rights commission (Egypt);
6.41 Finalise operational modalities of an independent National Human Rights Commission (Georgia);
6.42 Accelerate establishment of National Human Rights Institution that is independent and adequately resourced so it can implement Paris Principles (Dominican Republic);
6.43 Strengthen the capacity and independence of national human rights institutions, including the Lesotho Human Rights Commission, to ensure full compliance with the Paris Principles (Armenia);
6.44 Expedite the operationalisation of an independent National Human Rights Commission (Malaysia);
6.45 Accelerate efforts to finalize the operationalization of an independent National Human Rights Institution (Morocco);
6.46 Support the full operationalization of the National Human Rights Institution, including by ensuring adequate financial and human resources (Ireland);
6.47 Take the necessary measures to fully operationalize its National Human Rights Commission, ensuring it complies with the Paris Principles (Portugal);
6.48 Take further measures to ensure that the NHRC complies with the Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (Paris Principles) (Qatar);
6.49 Consider establishing a National Human Rights Institution in line with the Paris Principles (Nepal);
6.50 Expedite the establishment of an independent National Human Rights Commission, which will be instrumental in safeguarding human rights, protecting individuals, and promoting awareness to reform (United Republic of Tanzania);
6.51 Progress in the creation of a national human rights institution in line with the Paris Principles (Latvia);
6.52 Adopt the law establishing the national human rights institution, in line with the Paris Principles (Uruguay);
6.53 Finalise the establishment of a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles (Australia);
6.54 Establish a National Human Rights Institution in accordance with the Paris Principles (Côte d’Ivoire);
6.55 Ensure full independence of justice institutions and oversight bodies, and create a National Human Rights Commission (Estonia);
6.56 Consider taking measures to combat discrimination on the basis of gender, sex and disability amongst others (India);
6.57 Continue with efforts to promote gender equality (Malawi);
6.58 Intensify efforts to improve quality education and non-discrimination between genders (Iraq);
6.59 Ensure that digital access is inclusive and equitable, and tackle the gender digital divides (Estonia);
6.60 Intensify its education and raising awareness efforts about the cause of albinism and the care of people with albinism (Burkina Faso);
6.61 Continue its efforts to combat stigma and discrimination against persons with albinism, in particular as regards access to healthcare, education and employment (Gabon);
6.62 Abolish the death penalty (Côte d’Ivoire); (Iceland);
6.63 Take all necessary measures to formally abolish death penalty while continuing to apply a de facto moratorium on executions (Slovenia);
6.64 Adopt all necessary measures to formally abolish the death penalty while maintaining a de facto moratorium on executions, and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights on the abolition of the death penalty (Spain);
6.65 Start all necessary steps to introduce a de jure moratorium on capital executions with a view to fully abolishing the death penalty, including by ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Italy);
6.66 Establish a de jure moratorium on executions and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Ireland);
6.67 Consider the establishment of a moratorium on the application of the death penalty with a view to its complete abolishment (Marshall Islands);
6.68 Adopt measures towards the abolition of the death penalty (Chile);
6.69 Abolish the death penalty and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Australia);
6.70 Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Iceland); (Germany); (Ukraine);
6.71 Consider acceding to the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Namibia);
6.72 Reconsider the ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which aims at the abolition of the death penalty (Uruguay);
6.73 Criminalize torture in accordance with the Convention against Torture and ensure thorough and independent investigations into all incidents of police brutality, including those occurring during student and labor protests (Costa Rica);
6.74 Adopt measures to investigate and prosecute the cases of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Brazil);
6.75 Adopt specific legislation against torture and repeal any legal provisions authorizing corporal punishment, particularly in schools (Cabo Verde);
6.76 Adopt national legislation to criminalize torture in line with the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Marshall Islands);
6.77 Adopt specific anti-torture legislation and take urgent measures to prevent and punish torture and ill treatment in places of detention (Gambia);
6.78 Further strengthen national anti-torture legislation (Georgia);
6.79 Address police and military violence, by establishing an independent judicial mechanism to review cases of excessive use of force, torture, abuse of prisoners, enforced disappearances, arbitrary detentions and arrests, and extrajudicial killings (Canada);
6.80 Implement measures to prevent and eliminate the use of excessive force by law enforcement officers, and to guarantee the investigation of any reported cases of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, extrajudicial killings or enforced disappearances (Portugal);
6.81 Take measures to ensure accountability for those responsible for human rights violations, particularly among law enforcement and the police (Libya);
6.82 Prevent and eliminate the excessive use of force by law enforcement officers (Colombia);
6.83 Strengthen prevention against violence in penitentiary establishments (Mali);
6.84 Expand the competences and resources of the Police Complaints Authority to increase the legitimacy of the state’s monopoly on the use of force (Germany);
6.85 Bolster measures to improve conditions of detention and ensure that they comply with the Nelson Mandela Rules (South Africa);
6.86 Implement measures to alleviate prison overcrowding through inclusive strategies, policy reforms, and organizational adjustments (United Republic of Tanzania);
6.87 Continue to combat corruption with zero tolerance (China);
6.88 Take convincing measures to fight impunity through investigations free from political intervention, consequent and transparent prosecution, and by reducing the duration of court proceedings (Germany);
6.89 Progress the approval of reforms to ensure the full independence of judicial institutions and oversight bodies (Ireland);
6.90 Take specific measures to strengthen the capacity of the judicial system (South Sudan);
6.91 Prioritize increasing the national budget dedicated to the administration of the legal system in order to provide the judicial system with the necessary financial and human resources to rapidly and effectively operate (Congo);
6.92 Investigate and prosecute violations and abuses of the right to freedom of expression (Australia);
6.93 Guarantee the right of expression and assembly, also by investigating any reported case of excessive use of force, extrajudicial killing and enforced disappearance (Italy);
6.94 Strengthen legal protection for freedom of the press to guarantee a safe environment for journalists and media workers (Indonesia);
6.95 Create an enabling environment for civil society amongst others by ensuring that the computer crime and cybersecurity bill 2024 will not have disproportionate effects for civil society and ensuring that online freedom of expression and access to information are protected (Netherlands (Kingdom of the));
6.96 Consider amending legislation to set the minimum age for marriage at 18 years (Zambia);
6.97 Amend legislation to set the minimum age for marriage at 18 (Chile);
6.98 Set the minimum age for marriage at 18 years (Colombia);
6.99 Amend necessary legislation to ensure that the minimum age of marriage is 18, as recommended by the UNESCO (Mauritius);
6.100 Take measures to the effective implementation of the 2024 law on the administration of property and inheritance, which provides for equal inheritance rights regardless of the gender of the heirs (Switzerland);
6.101 Take practical measures to prohibit citizens from all forms of slavery, including trafficking in persons (Ukraine);
6.102 Continue collaboration with the relevant international agencies to strengthen policies and strategies to eradicate Trafficking in Persons (Guyana);
6.103 Continue efforts to implement approved national plans to combat human trafficking (Iraq);
6.104 Continue its efforts to eradicate trafficking in persons (Burundi);
6.105 Continue efforts in fight against the human trafficking and trafficking of minors (Georgia);
6.106 Continue efforts to combat human trafficking, especially in women and children (Egypt);
6.107 Intensify efforts to eliminate forced labor and all forms of child labor (Uruguay);
6.108 Intensify the fight against human trafficking, especially child trafficking, in accordance with the Child Protection and Welfare Act (Djibouti);
6.109 Improve the effectiveness of the Family Court in enforcing legislation against domestic violence and trafficking in persons (Canada);
6.110 Consider instituting mandatory human rights education and training for law enforcement and judicial personnel to equip them with the necessary tools to effectively investigate and prosecute human rights human trafficking cases (Philippines);
6.111 Continue providing human rights trainings to the police law enforcement officials to adequately respond to trafficking incidents (Serbia);
6.112 Endeavor to provide sufficient resources for the effective operationalization of the trafficking in persons data collection system to support evidence-based policy making (Philippines);
6.113 Strengthen national social protection systems to better support vulnerable populations, with attention to digital tools and sustainable financing (Viet Nam);
6.114 Pursue efforts to implement the National Social Protection Strategy, including through the revision of the National Information System for Assistance (Morocco);
6.115 Continue to invest in the agricultural sector, with much attention to irrigation infrastructure and well-developed agro-industries, as well as the expansion of sustainable nutrition and food security programmes (Ghana);
6.116 Redouble efforts to improve and extend nutritional and sustainable food security programs across the entire national territory (Congo);
6.117 Continue strengthening food security programs by enhancing climate adaptation strategies and increasing agricultural resilience (Ethiopia);
6.118 Continue collaboration with the relevant international agencies to strengthen policies and strategies to address food and nutrition security (Guyana);
6.119 Continue the efforts to secure the right to safe drinking water and sanitation services, especially in rural areas (Tunisia);
6.120 Continue to strengthen its efforts to improve access to safe drinking water and sanitation for its people, especially in the rural areas (Singapore);
6.121 Provide communities affected by the Lesotho Highlands Water Project with adequate compensation, and access to related electricity, employment and educational opportunities (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
6.122 Continue to implement poverty alleviation measures to benefit the people (China);
6.123 Continue ongoing measures for reduction of extreme poverty, food insecurity and employment (India);
6.124 Consider adopting a comprehensive and integrated approach to addressing poverty, which remains a key challenge impacting the education sector (Bhutan);
6.125 Future initiatives to expand access to potable water and sanitation continue to address disparities in access between rural and urban communities (Eritrea);
6.126 Fully implement the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 2024 (Switzerland);
6.127 Strengthen efforts to improve access to basic healthcare services for all children, women, persons with disabilities and other marginalized groups in rural areas (South Sudan);
6.128 Strengthen efforts to improve access to basic healthcare services for all children, women, persons with disabilities and other marginalized groups (Eswatini);
6.129 Improve access to basic healthcare services for all children, women, persons with disabilities, and other marginalized groups, especially in rural areas (Malaysia);
6.130 Strengthen efforts to improve access to basic health care services for children, women and persons with disabilities (Maldives);
6.131 Strengthen efforts to improve access to primary health care for all children (Qatar);
6.132 Strengthen access to adequate healthcare, particularly for women and children (Cameroon);
6.133 Continue to reduce maternal and child mortality and morbidity, particularly in rural and remote areas, by promoting sexual and reproductive health and rights and international cooperation (Thailand);
6.134 Continue the efforts to strengthen maternal and child healthcare and ensure reproductive health services for all women, particularly in rural areas (Tunisia);
6.135 Strengthen non-discriminatory access to sexual and reproductive healthcare services, including affordable contraception, to improve the maternal mortality and infant mortality rates (Vanuatu);
6.136 Ensure access to comprehensive sexual- and reproductive health services (Iceland);
6.137 Continue its efforts to significantly reduce the infant and child mortality rate linked to preventable causes such as the high prevalence of malnutrition, food insecurity and stunting (Burkina Faso);
6.138 Strengthen efforts to reduce maternal mortality, by improving access to quality pre- and post-natal care, particularly in rural areas (Bahamas);
6.139 Strengthen access to quality healthcare, with the aim of reducing maternal and infant mortality rates to acceptable levels (Cabo Verde);
6.140 Redouble efforts to combat maternal mortality and improve access to quality health care, especially for rural populations (Djibouti);
6.141 Continue improving maternal and newborn healthcare services by enhancing mobile health clinics and expanding immunization coverage (Jordan);
6.142 Ensure access to HIV education, treatment and prevention, pre-exposure prophylaxis and HIV self-testing kits, and develop outreach activities to ensure inclusion and confidentiality (Switzerland);
6.143 Expand access to HIV education, treatment, and prevention, access to Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, HIV testing kits, and community-based outreach, especially to vulnerable groups (Guyana);
6.144 Continue to invest in the HIV health care including advocacy and sensitization of the masses to address the high prevalence of HIV AIDs (Uganda);
6.145 Continue the efforts for enhancing access to healthcare services particularly for HIV/AIDS care, with a view to achieve 95-95-95 targets by 2025 (India);
6.146 Continue improving and supporting health programmes (Mauritania);
6.147 Guarantee safe, legal and effective access to abortion and post-abortion care across the country (Iceland);
6.148 Further consolidate efforts to enhance access to quality education for all (Nepal);
6.149 Provide sufficient funds and subsidies to ensure children access to preschool, secondary and higher education, to take special measures to ensure that children remain in schools, especially in rural arears (South Sudan);
6.150 Continue to expand budget allocations for early childhood education and disability-inclusive programs to ensure equitable access for all children (Ethiopia);
6.151 Take further steps to increase school enrollment and eliminate school dropouts to ensure the right to education for all children, especially in rural areas (Indonesia);
6.152 Continue to implement initiatives in support of the right to education, dedicated to higher education, and annual exhibitions of basic vocational guidance for lower levels (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of));
6.153 Continue its efforts to ensure at least 12 years of free primary education (Mauritius);
6.154 Continue to take measures to remove barriers to children's access to primary education, such as school fees, transport and cultural factors (Sierra Leone);
6.155 Consider increasing the budget allocation for education with a view to providing free secondary education (Sierra Leone);
6.156 Enhance access to education for all children especially girls and children with disabilities by addressing remaining barriers related to affordability and social stigma (Cyprus);
6.157 Enhance access to inclusive and quality education, particularly for children with disabilities and those in remote areas (Viet Nam);
6.158 Enshrine in the Constitution the right to education for all and maintain and strengthen measures to combat school dropout, taking into account the root causes that affect both girls and boys (Cabo Verde);
6.159 Prioritize the increase of investment in education, particularly in rural and marginalized areas (Iran (Islamic Republic of));
6.160 Consider adopting innovative mechanisms to ensure long-term sustainable financing of the education sector (Sierra Leone); 
6.161 Increase investment in inclusive education to ensure full access for children with disabilities and those in remote communities (Bahamas);
6.162 Continue to promote an inclusive education system that ensures children with disabilities have equal access to quality education in mainstream schools (Mozambique);
6.163 Implement a strategy to support children from the ebaPhuti and Xhosa peoples to access educational resources in their indigenous languages (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
6.164 Continue to implement of the Climate Adaptation Solutions Project to address the impact of climate change and foster a green economy (Cuba);
6.165 Continue efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change, including on food security, and further strengthen the right to access to food (Lebanon);
6.166 Continue national policies and programs aimed at environmental protection and addressing the risks and impacts of climate change, including those related to the livelihoods of local communities (Sudan);
6.167 Continue efforts to ensure an inclusive approach to climate change adaptation measures, promoting the meaningful participation of women, youth, and other vulnerable groups (Marshall Islands);
6.168 Build on ongoing efforts with international partners to strengthen climate-resilient agriculture and improve rural livelihoods (Bahamas);
6.169 Continue and expand climate resilience programmes by securing long-term funding, integrating locally led adaptation strategies and ensuring the meaningful participation of women and girls, youth, and vulnerable communities in planning and leadership (Costa Rica); 
6.170 Advance climate resilience in rural communities through community-based disaster preparedness and sustainable food security initiatives (Viet Nam);
6.171 Enhance climate resilience in communities, with a focus on addressing food insecurity by improving sustainable agriculture, and integrating climate smart practices with support from development partners (Samoa);
6.172 Take appropriate measures to support inclusive development by implementing policies that empower women and the youth in national development efforts (Uganda);
6.173 Continue to implement public policies to guarantee the right to development of its people, prioritizing attention to the most vulnerable sectors (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of));
6.174 Pursue efforts to promote capacities to face catastrophes and climate adaptation (Mauritania);
6.175 Expand south-south cooperation to disseminate best practices on social services, healthcare, and gender equality (Dominican Republic);
6.176 Redouble efforts to ensure the equal representation and participation of women in public and political life (South Africa);
6.177 Intensify efforts to legislative and policy reforms to increase women's equal representation and participation in public and political life (Maldives);
6.178 Strengthen the implementation of national legislation that protects and safeguard the rights of women, children and the vulnerable communities (Zimbabwe);
6.179 Develop and enact the requisite legislation and policies to address gender-based violence and discrimination against women and girls (Guyana);
6.180 Continue to enhance its efforts in combatting gender discrimination, as well as gender-based violence (Singapore);
6.181 Intensify efforts to promote women's empowerment and harmonize national legislation, particularly with regard to equal opportunities and rights (Kuwait);
6.182 Continue the implementation of the “Gender and Development Policy 2018-2030” and further mainstream equality between men and women, as well as women's empowerment, in policies, programs, plans and budgets of all sectors (Lebanon);
6.183 Expand skills development programmes, focusing on science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education, digital literacy and entrepreneurship for women and girls (Panama);
6.184 Facilitate access to social protection schemes for disadvantaged women (Iran (Islamic Republic of));
6.185 Ensure the effective implementation of the 2022 Law against Domestic Violence, ensuring an end to impunity for gender-based violence and reparation for victims (Spain);
6.186 Strengthen the legal framework to effectively implement the law against domestic violence (Colombia);
6.187 Implement fully the Counter Domestic Violence Act (2022) (Iceland); 
6.188 Ensure effective and adequately resourced implementation of the Counter Domestic Violence Act (Cyprus);
6.189 Intensify efforts to prevent and eliminate violence against women and girls, including sexual and domestic violence, through full implementation of the Counter Domestic Violence Act of 2022 (Indonesia);
6.190 Continue to put in place measures to eliminate early child marriages and protect girls from sexual and gender based-violence (Uganda);
6.191 Strengthen efforts to combat domestic violence, including through generalizing the establishment of shelters for victims and strengthening the capacities of law enforcement agencies (Morocco);
6.192 Ensure the full implementation of the counter domestic violence act of 2022 to combat all forms of gender based violence and enhance the protection of rights of survivors and promote prevention (Netherlands (Kingdom of the));
6.193 Enact a legislation to ensure effective investigation of Gender Based Violence cases against women and girls and improve the access to justice for the victims (Vanuatu);
6.194 Establish a special procedure for complaints from victims of gender-based violence (Canada); 
6.195 Continue all efforts to combat gender-based violence, particularly domestic violence, and promote women’s empowerment (Italy);
6.196 Take measures to effectively prevent all forms of discrimination and combat violence against women and girls, also through full implementation of the Gender and Development Policy and the Counter Domestic Violence Act (Latvia);
6.197 Extend support services for women and girls in both rural and urban areas across Lesotho, including for survivors of sexual violence (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
6.198 Consider ensuring effective implementation and adequate resourcing of existing laws and policies on gender-based violence, particularly in rural and underserved areas (Armenia);
6.199 Make continued efforts to eliminate gender-based violence and promote children’s rights through further legal and institutional reinforcement (Republic of Korea);
6.200 Continue to strengthen measures to combat gender-based violence, including conducting awareness raising campaigns for both the public and private sector on relevant legislations (Samoa);
6.201 Encourage women and girls to report all cases of domestic and sexual violence through awareness campaigns (Botswana);
6.202 Continue its efforts to further reduce domestic violence (Burkina Faso);
6.203 Ensure the full implementation of the counter domestic violence act (Philippines);
6.204 Reinforce the collection and processing of data on child labor and gender-based violence (Dominican Republic);
6.205 Repeal legislation allowing corporal punishment, adopt legislation expressly and clearly prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment of children and adults in all settings, and conduct awareness-raising campaigns on the harmful effects of corporal punishment (Togo);
6.206 Enact legislation that explicitly prohibits all forms of corporal punishment of children and adults in all settings (Zambia);
6.207 Adopt legislation that explicitly and clearly prohibits all forms of corporal punishment of children and adults in all settings (Gabon);
6.208 Enact legislation strictly prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment of children and adults in all settings (Montenegro);
6.209 Repeal legislation allowing for corporal punishment and enact legislation that explicitly prohibits all forms of corporal punishment of children and adults in all settings (Namibia);
6.210 Pass laws prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment of children and adolescents (Colombia);
6.211 Conduct awareness-raising campaigns to prohibit all forms of corporal punishment of children and adults in all settings (Serbia);
6.212 Take appropriate measures to ensure that the rights of children are respected, including by prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment in education system and improving conditions of access to education (Iran (Islamic Republic of));
6.213 Expedite the enactment process of the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act in order to effectively protect children (Botswana);
6.214 Accelerate the adoption of the Children’s Protection and Welfare Bill to strengthen the legal framework for safeguarding the rights and welfare of children (Gambia);
6.215 Expedite the enactment of the bill amending the children's protection and welfare act and older persons protection bill (Philippines);
6.216 Continue efforts to implement the draft child protection law and ensure the provision of the necessary resources for its effective implementation (Kuwait);
6.217 Accelerate reforms to the Child Protection and Welfare Act to set the minimum age of marriage at 18, and criminalize child and forced marriage (Mexico);
6.218 Ensure the full implementation of the law on the protection and wellbeing of children (Costa Rica);
6.219 Strengthen child protection systems and intensify efforts to eradicate child marriage (Democratic People's Republic of Korea);
6.220 Take further measures to protect the rights of children, including by combating child, early and forced marriage and by guaranteeing their full access to the right of education (Italy);
6.221 Expand access to education to all children, especially girls and in rural areas, and enact legislation to combat violence against children and child labour (Brazil);
6.222 Expedite the passage into law of bill amending the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act in order to effectively protect children (Türkiye);
6.223 Strengthen the prevention of exploitation and the protection of children, by taking concrete measures against early marriage of young girls and forced child labor (Burundi);
6.224 Adopt laws prohibiting child, early, and forced marriage and violence against children (Canada);
6.225 Allocate the necessary resources to child protection services, increase support for sexual and reproductive health education for adolescents, and develop reintegration programmes for pregnant students and young mothers, with a focus on human rights (Costa Rica);
6.226 Continue investing in the agricultural sector, including in irrigation infrastructure and well-developed agro-industries, and to expand its sustainable nutrition and food security programs to ensure that children in all regions, including remote rural areas, can benefit from them (Togo);
6.227 Take steps to eliminate all forms of child labour, including through child protection policies and enforcement of relevant laws (Thailand); 
6.228 Strengthen food security through sustainable and resilient agricultural investments, as well as child nutrition programs in rural and remote areas (Mexico);
6.229 Continue to invest in and expand its sustainable food security programs so that children in all regions, including in remote rural areas, can benefit from it (Cameroon);
6.230 Expand sustainable nutrition and food security programmes to benefit children in all districts, including remote rural areas (Panama);
6.231 Continued implementation and close monitoring of the Lesotho Child Grants Programme to ensure it effectively improves the living standards of orphans and vulnerable children across the country (Eritrea);
6.232 Continue to strengthen the legal and policy framework for the care and protection of older persons (Sudan);
6.233 Continue valuable efforts aimed at protecting and promoting the rights of older persons, including their access to adequate health services (Lebanon);
6.234 Continue to strengthen measures to bolster social security benefits for persons with disabilities, including the disability grant, the dependency allowance and the grant-in-aid (Cuba);
6.235 Bolster efforts to ensure that the health rights of women with disabilities are protected (Democratic People's Republic of Korea);
6.236 Continue to strengthen the inclusion of the rights of persons with disabilities in all national policies, including by facilitating their equal access to employment opportunities and ensuring an accessible work environment (Jordan);
6.237 Decriminalize and legalize same-sex relations between consenting adults (Iceland);
6.238 Consolidate progress on LGBTIQ+ rights with legislation that expressly protects them against discrimination in all areas; repeal the sodomy provision in the Sexual Offences Act of 2003; and establish administrative procedures for the legal recognition of gender identity (Mexico);
6.239 Introduce a transparent administrative self-identification process for legal gender recognition free from intrusive requirements (Iceland);
6.240 Decriminalize sodomy and implement measures to combat stigmatization and discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity (Colombia);
6.241 Redouble efforts to combat all forms of stigmatization and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity (Uruguay);
6.242 Continue taking the necessary measures to prevent and combat discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in all areas, especially following the adoption of the 2024 Labor Law (Spain);
6.243 Strengthen protection for LGBTI persons including through policies that guarantee equal treatment and non-discrimination, access to healthcare and social services, and provide awareness raising initiatives aimed at reducing stigma and promoting inclusion (Cyprus);
6.244 Adopt and implement a simplified procedure of birth registration in order to improve new-born’s registration services across the state and prevent statelessness (Montenegro);
6.245 Amend legislation to ensure universal, free and accessible birth registration, and adequate safeguards against statelessness for children born in Lesotho (Panama);
6.246 Strengthen efforts to address statelessness by improving access to birth registration, social protection, and education for individuals without status (Thailand);
6.247 Redouble efforts to ensure the universal, free, and accessible registration of births (Colombia).
7.	All conclusions and/or recommendations contained in the present report reflect the position of the submitting State(s) and/or the State under review. They should not be construed as endorsed by the Working Group as a whole.
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