
Thankyou Mr. President,

Italy has made commendable progress in advancing human rights since its last review. We applaud the constitutional amendment to protect the environment, biodiversity, and ecosystems for future generations. This forward-thinking approach aligns with global efforts to address climate change and ecological concerns.

We also recognize Italy's commitment to the Women, Peace and Security agenda through the implementation of its National Action Plan for 2020-2024. This demonstrates Italy's engagement with international norms on gender equality in conflict settings.

The ongoing justice system reforms, as outlined in the National Recovery and Resilience Plan, are noteworthy. The positive trends in reducing civil backlogs and efforts to increase the efficiency of the judicial system are steps in the right direction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In constructive spirit, we offer two recommendations:

1. We urge Italy to expedite the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution. While we note the various draft laws under discussion in Parliament, we recommend prioritizing this process to ensure compliance with the Paris Principles and strengthen Italy's human rights infrastructure.

2. Regarding Italy's migration strategy, we recommend exploring innovative approaches to refugee protection and integration. For instance, Kenya's Kalobeyei Integrated Settlement provides a model that promotes self-reliance and integration of refugees within host communities. This approach focuses on sustainable development for both refugees and host communities, fostering economic opportunities and social cohesion. We encourage Italy to consider adapting such inclusive policies that view migration as a potential catalyst for growth and cultural exchange.

In conclusion, we commend Italy's progress and look forward to continued collaboration in advancing human rights globally. Thank you.


