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Thank you Mr President,
The Gambia warmly welcomes the delegation from Costa Rica  and expresses appreciation for their constructive engagement with the Human Rights Council today.
My delegation  commends Costa Rica for its ongoing commitment to human rights, particularly the adoption of the institutional policy and action plan for access to justice for people for African descent, the law against violence and racism in sport, as well as the proactive steps taken to fight gender violence and enhance gender equality.
My delegation would like to make the following recommendations:
1. Accelerate efforts to adopt implementing regulations for the Affirmative Action law for people of African descent.
2. Expeditously update the Action Plan for a Society Free from racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia.
3. Strengthen measures to combat gender-based violence by increasing funding for support services, particularly in rural areas, and improving law enforcement training to handle these cases effectively.
4. Ensure that all asylum seekers were granted effective access to the country and that detention is used only as a measure of last resort.
My delegation wishes the distinguished delegation from Costa Rica a successful review.

Thank you.
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