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Mr. President, 

South Africa welcomes the distinguished delegation of Comoros to this UPR Session and wishes the country a successful review. 

South Africa commends the Comoros for its efforts at improving the human rights situation in the country and welcomes the reform process aimed at giving effect to the provisions of the new, revised Constitution of 2018.  We also welcome projects aimed at strengthening the institutional framework, the construction of democracy and the separation of powers in order to guarantee the rule of law in Comoros. My delegation also welcomes the implementation of the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020–2030).

South Africa wishes to make the following recommendations:

· ensure that that the Comoros ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;
· encourage the Comoros to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;
· encourage the Comoros ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;
· put measures in place to ensure that the State respects the right to peaceful protest; and
· Ensure that the Comoros step up its efforts to ensure children’s access to education without discrimination

I thank you.
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