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Thank you, [President/Vice President].

Australia commends the Comoros for observing a de facto moratorium on the death penalty and urges consideration of its abolition.

Australia is deeply concerned by the Comoros’ limited progress on advancing democratic freedoms, and the high prevalence of violence against women and children, particularly girls.

Australia recommends the Comoros:

1. Respect and protect democratic freedoms, including the rule of law and freedom of the press. 

1. Strengthen institutional capacity at all levels to support the implementation of gender equality policies and programs, including as they relate to eliminating gender-based violence.

1. Abolish the death penalty and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
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