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Australia welcomes the Indian delegation and appreciates its engagement in the Universal Periodic Review Process. India is the world’s largest democracy and we commend its commitment to human rights, particularly given its size, diversity and security challenges. 
Australia sees civil society as playing an important role in a vibrant democracy, and is concerned that Indian legislation may overly restrict activities of civil society and NGOs. One example is the Foreign Contributions Regulation Act (FCRA), which can prevent organisations, including NGOs, from receiving foreign funding thus limiting their ability to operate in India.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Australia congratulates India on passing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016. However, we note the Act does not actively address causes of low enrolment rates of girls with disability. Australia recommends India ensure that girls with disabilities are afforded the same right to education as all children. 
Australia congratulates India on amending its Penal Code in 2013 to criminalise a wider range of offences against women. Australia recommends India include a provision in its Penal Code criminalising marital rape. 
Australia is concerned that India has not yet ratified the Convention against Torture following acceptance of a recommendation during its last UPR in 2012. Australia recommends India ratify the UN Convention against Torture and ensure that the instrument of ratification is consistent with the Convention. 
Australia recommends India establish a formal moratorium on the death penalty, with a view to ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  
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