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Montenegro welcomes distinguished delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. We welcome activities of the relevant authorities to improve human rights situation, namely establishment of the National Human Rights Council, as well as adoption of the National Human Rights Plan 2016-2019 and national plan for the prevention of torture.    

However, we noted concerns of the High Commissioner for Human Rights regarding allegations of repression of the voices of opposition forces and civil society groups; arbitrary arrests; excessive use of force against peaceful protests; and the erosion of independence of rule of law institutions. Could the delegation of Venezuela elaborate on activities undertaken to address the current human rights challenges, as well as to allow Regional Representative of High Commissioner to visit the State?   
Montenegro makes following recommendations:

1) to ratify the Optional Protocol to CAT;
2) to extend standing invitation to all special procedure mandate holders
Thank you.
