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26th Session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group

(31st October – 9 November 2016)
Statement by Portugal

Syria
Mr. President,
Portugal welcomes the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic and thanks it for the presentation of its national UPR report.
Portugal is deeply concerned with the systematic and widespread violations and abuses of human rights and violations of international humanitarian law that are being committed on a large scale throughout the Syrian Arab Republic, by all parties. We would like to recommend the Syrian Arab Republic: i) to ensure accountability of the perpetrators of such violations and abuses, some of which my amount to crimes against humanity; ii) to allow access to the country by the Independent International Commission of Inquiry; iii) to immediately comply with its obligations under international law and abolish the use of illegal weapons.
We are deeply worried with the number of verified cases of recruitment and use of children in hostilities, as well as with the increasing prevalence of children abduction. Portugal recommends that the Syrian Arab Republic protects children by ensuring the full and immediate demobilization of all children, the prohibition of forced recruitment of children into armed forces and the prosecution and punishment of those responsible for forcibly recruiting children. 
Portugal further recommends the establishment of a moratorium on the death penalty as an interim measure before its abolition and the implementation by the Syrian Arab Republic of its human rights obligations, including the core international human rights treaties.
Portugal is also concerned at consistent reports indicating that displaced Syrian women and girls are at heightened risk of sexual violence and sexual exploitation, as well as enforced marriages and child marriages. Portugal recommends the abolition of early and enforced marriages. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
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