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Mr. President,
We cordially welcome the distinguished delegation of Lithuania.
Turkey highly appreciates Lithuania’s endeavours to take effective steps to further protect and promote human rights in various fields through relevant updates in legislation and focused institutional strategies.
In particular, we commend the achievements in the areas of gender equality, persons with disabilities and welfare of children, as well as pertinent initiatives aiming to fight human trafficking and to improve conditions in the penitentiary institutions.
Moreover, regarding rights of individuals belonging to national minorities, we welcome the reestablishment of the Department of National Minorities under the Government in July 2015.

Our recommendations are as follows:
1. Strengthen ongoing anti-discrimination efforts, including by amending relevant legislation in order to effectively protect women and girls from multiple or intersecting forms of discrimination.
2. Sign and ratify the İstanbul Convention of the Council of Europe on violence against women and domestic violence.

3. Accede to the ICRMW.
4. Devise a comprehensive national strategy for the implementation of the CRPD.
5. Finalize the enactment process of the Law on National Minorities.
6. Conclude the accreditation of the National Human Rights Institution, endowing it with a broad mandate, in line with the Paris Principles.

7. Ensure that all allegations of abuse and violence against children are investigated, and that alleged perpetrators are effectively prosecuted.
I thank you, Mr. President.

