Universal Periodic Review – Republic of Ireland 

Statement by the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Thank you,

The Netherlands commends Ireland for its very active role in this Council, especially when it comes to promoting and protecting space for civil society and human rights defenders. The Netherlands also congratulates Ireland on the amendment to the Constitution to allow same-sex marriage, the first country to have done so by public vote.

The Netherlands recommends Ireland:
1) To accede to the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and to establish a national prevention mechanism meeting the guidelines and requirements as set out in this instrument. 

2) [bookmark: _GoBack]To establish a Constitutional Convention on article 40.3.3 of the Constitution with the aim to remove all restrictive legislation on abortion. 

Mr President, 

The Netherlands appreciates the attention in the report on steps taken towards the ratification of OP-CAT, and encourages Ireland to take further action in this regard. 

As noted by various UN Treaty Bodies, the Protection of Life during Pregnancy Act addresses insufficiently problems faced by women to receive medical treatment they need, as well as by medical professionals to adequately protect the rights of pregnant women and girls. The Netherlands encourages Ireland to take steps to remove all constitutional obstacles wherein the current restrictive abortion laws are defined.

Thank you Mr. President.
