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Thank you Mr. President,

The Republic of Macedonia welcomes the delegation of Greece and thanks them for the presentation of their national report in the Second UPR cycle. 

We commend the ratification of important international documents and the progress achieved in areas of HRs since the first UPR cycle. 
We note with appreciation the regular reporting of Greece to the UN treaty bodies and cooperation with the special procedures of HRs.

We regret that Greece did not implement the recommendation from the first UPR cycle to execute the judgments of the European Court of HRs regarding the freedom of association of Macedonian minority on the registration of such associations. We note with concern that in 2015 the European Court had found that Greece had violated the right to freedom of association and had ignored the first European Court’s judgment on the case from 1998. 

_________
The Republic of Macedonia urges the government of the Hellenic Republic to implement the UNESCO recommendation that asks Greece to fully decriminalize defamation and place it solely within a civil code.

While acknowledging improvements in area of the rights of women, we have noted the Committee on ESCR concern that in the last elections the representation of women in the Hellenic Parliament had reached only 19 per cent. We encourage the Government to establish adequate quotas with the aim of accelerating the equal representation of women in all areas of public and professional life and to systematically implement the 30 per cent quota in the civil service boards.

We appreciate the adoption of law that envisages the establishment of the National Board against Racism and Intolerance.
We welcome the efforts for the adoption of the first National Action Plan on Human Rights of Greece for the period 2014-16. 
_________
The Republic of Macedonia has four recommendations to offer for consideration: 
· To ratify the Protocol No. 12 to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, as well as the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. 

· To take effective measures for the recognition of all minorities in order to fully protect their rights, their language, religion, culture and identity.
· To undertake accurate measures to register associations of distinct communities, including those claiming minority group status.
· To redouble its effort in order to fully observe the UN CRC’s concern at persistent discrimination against Roma children, children of Turkish origin and children from groups identifying themselves as belonging to the Macedonian minority.
Thank you, Mr. President. 
[image: image1.jpg]