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Thank you Mr. President,

The Maldives welcomes the delegation from the Greece to this review, led by His Excellency Mr. Kostis Papaioannou, Secretary-General for Transparency and Human Rights of Greece.  We appreciate Greece’s submission of a voluntary mid-term report on implementation of recommendations. 

The Maldives welcomes Greece’s ratification of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. We further welcome the first National Action Plan on Human Rights. 

The Maldives would like to make the following recommendations:
	
1) Expedite the adoption of a National Action Plan to protect the rights of children
2) Include human rights education in the curriculum of schools
3) Take concrete steps to end discrimination against persons with disabilities 
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The Maldives appreciates the efforts of the Hellenic Coast Guard for rescuing refugees who have arrived on Greece’s shore by sea, and encourage the Government to continue and enhance the hospitality and assistance provided to them. 

We wish the delegation of Greece all the success during this review.

Thank you Mr. President.
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