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Thank you, Mr. President,

The Maldives extends a warm welcome to Her Excellency Ms. Maureen Payne, Senator and Parliament Secretary within the Ministry of Legal Affairs and Public Safety of Antigua and Barbuda to this review. 

The Maldives expresses its appreciation for today’s presentation, and takes note of the national report, and implementation of the recommendations Antigua and Barbuda received during its first cycle. 

We also welcome Antigua and Barbuda’s a Prevention Amendment Act 2015 that strengthens the Trafficking in Persons (Prevention) Act 2010.
 
The Maldives would like to make the following recommendations:
	
1) Dedicate more resources to advance healthcare services
2) [bookmark: _GoBack]Encourage to strengthen work regarding special education of persons with disabilities.
3) Take steps to ensure implementation of Domestic Violence Act and Sexual Offences Act.

[bookmark: h.30j0zll]The Maldives appreciates the measures taken by Antigua and Barbuda’s laws relating to children and families passed in the Houses of Parliament in November 2015. The Maldives also strongly support Antigua and Barbuda’s Education Act (Cap 145)  that provides that children are required to attend school from age 5 of 16. 

The Maldives wishes Antigua and Barbuda all the success during this review.

Thank you Mr. President.
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