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STATEMENT


Universal Periodic Review of Somalia
24rd Session – 22.01.2016
Statement by Norway
Mr President,  

Norway thanks Somalia for the presentation of the national report.

We commend progress in the implementation of the Somali Compact and Vision 2016 and recommend Somalia to strengthen its efforts to increase women’s participation in elected and appointed bodies at all levels of government. 

Norway supports Somalia in its efforts to eradicate the practice of Female Genital Mutilation. We recommend Somalia to speed up and finalize the process of criminalizing the practice of FGM and to take practical steps to eradicate it.

Norway supports Somalia in its efforts to counter terrorism and to ensure safety and security for all Somalis. We recommend Somalia to ensure that national security shall be pursued in full compliance with international human rights obligations, including the right to a fair trial, the rights to information, freedom of assembly and association and freedom of expression. 

The role of journalists, human rights defenders and civil society is highly significant in the advancement of human rights. We recommend that the Federal Government at the highest level ensure strong public statements recognizing the legitimate and important role of journalists and human rights defenders in advancing human rights and inclusive politics.

Thank you, Mr President. 
Page 2

[image: image1.emf]