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German questions and recommendations to the
Republic of Mozambique
Mr President,

Germany warmly welcomes the delegation of the Republic of Mozambique and thanks for the national report provided to the Working Group. 
We commend the progress that has been made in a number of fields since the last UPR report, and especially appreciate the adoption of the law on freedom of information, the introduction of the new Penal Code in June 2015, the shortening of pre-trial confinement as well as improved regulation on the protection of victims and witnesses in criminal proceedings. Germany also appreciates the Government’s awareness to the fact that overcrowding in prisons still remains an issue of concern. In this regard, we would like to encourage the Government of Mozambique to pursue its path of improving prison conditions, strengthening the legal framework, justice practices as well as the justice administration system as a whole. 
Germany wishes to offer the following recommendations:
1. Germany recommends as in the previous UPR cycle that the Government of Mozambique offer regular and continuous training programs to police officers as well as judicial and state officials in compliance with international human rights standards. In the same vein, we recommend ensuring swift conduct of trials and due process in criminal cases. 
2. We recommend that the Government of Mozambique intensify the mediation process between conflict parties, emphasizing the principles of inclusion of all relevant stakeholders to the conflict as well as parity.
3. We further recommend that Mozambique ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

4. Lastly, Germany recommends ratification of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
Thank you, Mr. President.

Questions in advance:
1. In 2008, the Republic of Mozambique received a request by the UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions for a country visit, which has not been realized until today due to lack of consent by the Government. As already outlined in our recommendation in the UPR 2011, we would appreciate information on the reasons impeding the realization of this visit. How does the Government of Mozambique plan to handle the outstanding requests for visits by the UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial Executions and on Human Rights Defenders?
2. Germany would like to ask whether the Government of Mozambique could specify which mechanisms are in place (or planned to be installed) ensuring impartiality and independence of the work of the National Human Rights Commission? 
3. Could the Government of Mozambique please elaborate if there are any plans to criminalize acts of corporal punishment of children by law, also in homes, as required under the Convention on the Rights of the Child? 
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