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. Intervention by Denmaik

Mt. President,

Denmark warmly welcomes the delegation of Bélgiui’n and thanks it for its i)resentatjon.

Denmark welcomes that Belgium duting its first UPR accepted recommendations to ratify the Optional
Protocol to the UN Convention against Totture/(OP-CAT). We ate also pleased to leatn, from the
national report, that Belgium is doing .evewthing possible to ratify OP-CAT as rapidly as possible. We
would be grateful, if you could elaborate on the concrete steps being taken, and we recommend that
the Government of Belgium intensifics efforts to ratify the OP-CAT. '

Denmark was pleased to note that Belgium during its first UPR accepted récom_mendations to establish |,
a national human tights institution (NHRI} in compliance with the Paris Principles.

Although Denmark recognizes that Belgium already has several bodies that partially catry out the
functions of a NHRI, we believe that the establishment of an A-status Institute would irhprove the

ability to effectively monitor the ptotection of human rights in Belgium.

- Denmark therefore recommends Belgium to expedite the establishment of a NHRI in accordance with
the Paris Panciples. ' ' :

Thank you, Mr. President.




