ZAMBIA’S STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF UNIVERSAL
~ PERIODIC REVIEW OF BELGIUM ~ 20" JANUARY, 2016

‘Thank you Mr. President,

-~ Zambia wélcomes the delegation of Belgium to the second UPR Cycle and
cdr_nmends.them, for the comprehensive report highlighting the positive
strides which demonstrates Belgium’s continued cooperation and

éommitment with.and to the Human Rights Council and the UPR process.

We commend Belgium for making' genuine effort in imple_m_eﬁting some of
the_ recommendations accépted during the 1% Universal Periodic Review |
.F-’rocess in 2011. However, my delegation is deeply -conc-e_rned about thé
reports of racially m‘o.tivated violence and ill- treatment by police off.icers.

targeted at persons with an immigrant background. In this regard, Zambia




calls upon the Gov.ernm_ent of Belgium to put measures'..in'place aimed

at gombatihg these vices by the police officers.

‘While noting that Belgium has signed the Optional Protocol to the
Conventibn Agéinst Torture and other Cr_ue'l,rlnhu'm_an or Degrading
_Treétment or Punishment in'.October,‘ 2005, it is appalling that,'since
then there has not been any progress made regarding nheasur.e's\. iaken
towérds the ratification of the Protoc_oli We thusi.Wish to recommend

Belgiuﬁm fco_‘ ratify the Optional Protbcol'. L

Lastly, Zambia wishes Belgium sucéess in her q'ué‘st to ful'ly comply with

their obl.i.'gations in the field of Human Rights.

“Ithank you



