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Mr. /Ms. President,

Kenya extends a warm welcome to the delegation of Rwanda to this 2nd cycle of the UPR. We thank them for the comprehensive and thorough presentation of their national report.

Kenya welcomes the positive efforts to implement recommendations accepted at the 1st UPR cycle. We commend the Government’s efforts in improving the people’s living conditions through the institutionalization of progressive social policies. We note the improvement of the enjoyment of the right to education, through the provision of free, universal primary education and greater investment in the education sector. We also welcome the building of new prison facilities and other efforts aimed at reducing overcrowding in prisons. 
Rwanda is now up-to-date with her treaty-bodies’ reporting obligations and has issued an open standing invitation to UN Special Procedures to undertake missions in Rwanda. 
We make the following recommendations to Rwanda: 
1. To decriminalize defamation, in light of the fact that the provision of defamation is adequately provided in the civil code.  
 2. To strengthen the independence of the judiciary and the justice system. 
In conclusion, Kenya wishes Rwanda a successful outcome from this UPR process.

I thank you.

